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Chairman Guthrie called the meeting of the Senate State Affairs Committee
(Committee) to order at 8:01 a.m.

Senator Den Hartog moved to approve the Minutes of March 7, 2025. Senator
Adams seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Senator Harris moved to approve the Minutes of March 10, 2025. Senator Shippy
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

WILDFIRE STANDARD OF CARE ACT - Adds to existing law to establish

the Wildfire Standard of Care Act. Senator Woodward explained that the bill
applied to electric utilities across the State, including municipalities, cooperatives,
and investor-owned utilities. S 1183 replaced S 1124 and incorporated stakeholder
input. A list of supporting and neutral parties was provided (Attachment 1); only
the National Insurance Organization and the Trial Lawyers Association were not
satisfied. The bill outlined a wildfire standard of care and required submission of a
wildfire plan to the Public Utilities Commission (PUC), which approved or rejected
the plan. If a fire occurred, liability would be determined based upon compliance
with the plan. Three changes from S 1124 were noted. First, for timberland, the
bill included the PUC working closely with the Idaho State Forester, particularly
relating to vegetation management, in plan evaluation. Second, no later than five
business days after a plan was filed, the PUC would provide notice of the filing

to the counties, fire protection districts, fire protection associations, and timber
associations. Finally, the liability section was simplified: substantial compliance was
changed to a rebuttable presumption.

Senator Shippy asked, regarding page 3 lines 42-45, how detailed or broad the
mitigation plans would be. Senator Woodward explained a three-prong plan
included maintenance practices, operational practices, and engineering practices.
He noted that plans would differ according to the service territories.
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Senator Ruchti noted that, as identified on page 3 line 46, if a person or entity
were to overcome the presumption, then they could pursue a civil action, provided
in Idaho Code § 61-1806. He referred to page 4, lines 8-12, subparagraph 2, that
if an electric corporation was found liable in a civil action for damages due to an
unplanned fire, then a plaintiff could recover damages, provided in § 38-107(2),
which covered property damages. Idaho Code § 6-1603 covered pain, suffering,
and inconvenience capped at three times the compensatory damages. Idaho Code
§ 6-1604 covered punitive damages at three times the compensatory damages. His
primary concern was that Idaho Code § 6-1601, medical bills, and § 5-311, wrongful
death damages, were not referenced in S 1183. His understanding of the bill did
not allow an individual to claim their medical bills or for the family to collect wrongful
death damages in the event of death. He asked if the intent was to exclude §
6-1601 and § 5-311 from S 1183. Senator Woodward responded that Title 38 of
Idaho Code, mentioned in S 1183, was directly connected to forestry management
and wildfire. No Idaho Code, including § 6-1601 and § 5-311, was precluded.

Ken McClure, Idaho Consumer Owned Utilities Association, and the drafter of the
bill language, asserted that Idaho Code § 61-1806 allowed suing for negligence
and did not limit damages. Wrongful death damages and economic damages,

to include medical expenses, would be included. He clarified that the statutes
mentioned in S 1183 did not specify the authority for damages, only the limitation
for obtainable damages. He stated that damages someone could obtain were
the same under current negligence law.

A discussion ensued between Senator Ruchti and Mr. McClure relating to claims
for wrongful death damages and medical expenses under the legislation and
Idaho Code.

Written testimony was submitted (Attachment 2).

Senator Harris moved to send S 1183 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Adams seconded the motion.

Vice Chairman Bernt thanked the bill sponsor and everyone who worked on the
bill. He believed that the original intent would be enforced.

Chairman Guthrie commended the professional attitude that existed between the
parties while the bills were being written and debated. He expressed appreciation
for their diligence.

Senator Ruchti expressed his deep concern with the omission of reference to
medical expenses (§ 6-1601) and wrongful death (§ 5-311) provisions. He asserted
individuals and families were unprotected financially. He would support a motion to
send S 1183 to the 14th Order of Business for potential amendment.

Senator Anthon supported the motion and noted this legislation continued Idaho's
historical limitation of legal remedies and damages. The bill did not eliminate
personal injury or wrongful death claims but made them fact dependent.

Senator Shippy expressed concern about the omission of medical expenses
and wrongful death provisions. The explanations provided regarding omission
left questions remaining.

Senators Adams, Toews, Harris, Den Hartog, and Anthon, Vice Chairman
Bernt and Chairman Guthrie voted aye. Senators Shippy and Ruchti voted
nay. The motion carried.

Relating to Abortion. Senator Woodward noted that a full committee hearing
was expected next session. The legislation provided clarity for physicians in care
delivery in defined circumstances.
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Representative Sauter stated background of the bill. He noted the departure of
multiple doctors in women's health. The bill addressed the gap between Idaho
Code and the medical community. He provided an example of the negative
impact of current Idaho Code on practitioners: in Sandpoint all of the obstetrics &
gynecology physicians had left. The bill reflected ldaho's intent toward abortion.

Senator Den Hartog moved that RS 32699 be sent to print. Senator Toews
seconded the motion.

Senator Shippy stated the legislation held true to the foundational principles
of Idaho's abortion laws, though his values differed. He supported printing the
legislation, but did not support the legislation itself.

Vice Chairman Bernt asked Representative Sauter to clarify why doctors left his
district, be it retirement or other job opportunities. Representative Sauter stated
that one doctor moved to another Pacific West community outside of Idaho; he
didn't know the reasons for others' departure.

Senator Anthon noted that the Republican Caucus was pro-life with nuanced
differences. The caucus supported printing abortion-related legislation to represent
varied viewpoints and keep dialogue open.

Vice Chairman Bernt noted it was important and respectful to give discretion to
other senators with different opinions.

Dr. John Werdel, St. Luke's Hospital, stated his background of working in
obstetrics and gynecology at St. Al's and as the medical director for women's
services at St. Luke's. In current Idaho Code the only abortion exception was to
save the patient's life, not prevent serious health risks, while waiting for declaration
of an emergency. The bill clarified how doctors could provide early care for
complicated pregnancies, including lethal anomalies. Carrying a pregnancy
complicated by a lethal anomaly was a major health risk. Clear definition of
maternal health risks would eliminate the majority of medical transports out of Idaho.
The bill's specified case review agreement, signed by two physicians, added a layer
of safety. The bill added a documented verbal and written consent for palliative and
hospice care for those opting to carry a pregnancy to term. Dr. Werdel addressed
the growing concern among physicians about criminal suits brought against them.

Senator Den Hartog stated her support of printing RS 32699 with the knowledge it
would not have a hearing this session.

The motion carried by voice vote.

OFFICIAL STATE LANGUAGE - Proposes an amendment to the state
constitution to make English the official State language. Senator Lenney
presented that HJR 6 proposed a constitutional amendment to declare English as
the official language of the State, except as required by federal law. He explained
that the question would be put on the ballot in November to have citizens vote on it.
The goal was to unite the State culturally under one language.

Senator Shippy clarified that other languages were not excluded from being used
alongside English. Senator Lenney affirmed such.

Senator Adams inquired about the fiscal note of $300,000 and if another resolution
passed this Session would change the amount. Representative Hawkins
explained that the dollar amount would be divided between each printed resolution
put on the ballot, thus reducing the individual cost per printed resolution.

Senator Toews moved to send HJR 6 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Adams seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
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ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Guthrie adjourned the
meeting at 9:00 a.m.

Senator Guthrie Kathryn Wells
Chair Secretary
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