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IDAHO CONSUMER-OWNED

;.. ™ _~# UTILITIES ASSOCIATION

407 West Jefferson St., ID 83702
208-344-3873

March 21, 2025
Re: Support for S.1183 - Idaho Wildfire Standard of Care Act

Dear Senator,

The Idaho Consumer-Owned Utilities Association (ICUA) urges your support for S. 1183, the
Wildfire Standard of Care Act. The bill is modeled after Utah law passed in 2024, very similar
legistation became law in Wyoming on March 6, 2025, and the same concept is near passage in
Montana.

This legislation is a product of the Governor’s Wildfire Task Force held over two years ago which
included a broad range of stakeholders including but not limited to; fire chiefs, state agencies,
timber protective associations, insurers, timberland owners, and electric utilities. The resulting
Governor’s August 2024 Wildfire Report recommendation #2, calls for the bill before you today.

From the beginning of the task force in November of 2023, through last week, careful drafting
was undertaken, and regular consultation with stakeholders as well as state agencies led to
the bill before you today.

ICUA’s twenty-one rural-electric cooperatives and municipal power companies are owned by
rural Idahoans, they are regulated by boards of directors and city councils democratically
elected by rural Idahoans, and they provide safe, reliable, low-cost power to over 140,000 rural
Idahoans. Our member’s utilities power rural Idaho’s economies. Wildfires and California style
lawsuits would hurt our members’ finances and devastate those economies.

For over 120 years, since our first members began bringing power to rural Idaho when others
would not, ICUA has always cared about doing the right things the right way.

Our overriding goal has never changed, to do everything we can to protect our members from
the threat of wildfire and to meet robust standards in our wildfire mitigation plans via a
transparent and open public IPUC process that all stakeholders are encouraged to engage in.



S.1183 is a balanced approach to a vital priority for rural electric utilities in our state. Please

support 5.1183!

Sincerely,

Will Hart, Idaho Consumer-Owned Utilities Association
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Members of the Senate State Affairs Committee
700 W Jefferson Street
Boise, ID 83702

Subject: Idaho Investor-Owned Utilities Support SB 1183 Wildfire Standard of Care Act

Dear Members of the Senate State Affairs Committee:

Idaho’s investor-owned utilities strongly support SB 1183 the Wildfire Standard of Care Act. As we all
know, wildfire has been devastating to the west. Over the past two decades, wildfires have ripped
through California and other states, causing catastrophic damage and killing dozens of people. It has now
become the most serious threat to utilities.

The legal and financial fallout from these fires has bankrupted utilities and driven their customers’
monthly bills to crippling levels. Many of Idaho utilities could not survive those losses. They might
struggle to finance their operations, leading to higher bills that would harm Idaho’s economy and place
extreme burden on low- and fixed-income customers. To protect Idahoans from this scenario the
Wildfire Standard of Care Act must be passed into law.

The Wildfire Standard of Care Act is modeled after Utah law and codifies utility responsibilities for a safe
and reliable grid; clarifies when they are liable for wildfire-related damages and when they are not; and
it also encourages the federal government to promptly issue permits for wildfire-mitigation work on land
they manage. The Wildfire Standard of Care Act will also make utility wildfire mitigation practices more
transparent and accountable by giving the public opportunities to review and comment on wildfire
mitigation plans.

Please support SB 1183 the Wildfire Standard of Care Act. As always, please feel free to reach out to any
of us if you have additional questions.

Jen Visser, Idaho Power Tess Molitor, Avista Russ Westerberg, Rocky
Company Corporation Mountain Power
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Respected Members of the Senate,

The Southern Idaho Timber Protective Association (SITPA) is pleased to express our support for Senate
Bill 1183. This legislation establishes the "Wildfire Standard of Care Act" under Title 61, Chapter 18 in
order to create a standard of care through electric utility wildfire mitigation plans, subject to approval by
the Idaho Public Utilities Commission (IPUC). This provides for clear guidelines in regulating utilities,
and represents an essential step in protecting our communities from the growing threat of wildfires.

At SITPA, we are dedicated to wildfire protection across more than 500,000 acres within Valley,
Adams, Idaho, and Boise counties. As a private, non-profit corporation, we work closely with the [daho
Department of Lands to provide contracted fire and hazard management services. We recognize the
importance of clearly defined liabilities and structured measures to safeguard our lands. Senate Bill
1183 addresses these needs by ensuring Idaho's utility companies take proactive steps to mitigate

wildfire risks.

Senate Bill 1183 provides much-needed assurance that utility companies are actively enhancing their fire
response capabilities. Efforts such as wetting down power poles after fire fronts pass, clearing
vegetation around infrastructure in fire-prone areas, and ensuring on-going standards will significantly

reduce wildfire occurrences in our protective district.

We believe this legislation acts in good faith to compliment our continuous efforts and we kindly ask for

your support.

Sincerely,

Paul Wagner
Chief Fire Warden
Southern Idaho Timber Protective Association
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March 21, 2025
Via Electronic Mail

Re: Support for 5.1183 - Idaho Wildfire Standard of Care Act

Dear Senator,

Federated Rural Electric tnsurance Exchange (Federated) urges your support for S. 1183, the
Wildfire Standard of Care Act.

This legislation is a product of the Governor’s Wildfire Task Force held over two years ago which
included a broad range of stakeholders including but not limited to; fire chiefs, state agencies,
timber protective associations, timberland owners, electric utilities, and Federated, who insures
all of the electric cooperatives in the state of Idaho. The resulting Governor’'s August 2024
Wildfire Report recommendation #2, calls for the bill before you today.

Federated was formed by, is owned by, and is governed by rural electric cooperatives
exclusively. As part of our mission to continue to provide affordable and appropriate levels of
insurance to all rural electric cooperatives, we consult with our member-owners on legislation
which impacts their ability to maintain access to appropriate levels of insurance. Federated
insures wildfire risk, and has been involved in the careful drafting of the bill before you today.

The condition of the insurance market with regard to wildfire risk and access to liability
insurance continues to deteriorate, and this bill provides some measure of protection to ensure
that cooperatives can maintain coverage for wildfire risk and liability.

For over 65 years, Federated has provided for all the insurance needs of electric cooperatives
throughout the country. As we are owned by these cooperatives, Federated is committed to
ensuring the financial well-being of its members by providing insurance as well as safety and
risk management. Included in that risk management are standards for wildfire mitigation plans
as well as operational leading practices.

S.1183 is a balanced approach to a vital priority for the rural electric cooperatives we insure.
This bill will assist in allowing Idaho utilities to continue to maintain the insurance protection
they have now and into the future.

Thank you in advance for your support.

P.0.Box 15147, Lenexa, KS 66285-5147 B 11875 West 85th Street, Lenexa, KS 66214-1519
Phone: (800) 356-8360 / (913) 541-0150 M Fax: (913) 541-9004 W Web site: www.federatedrural.com



S.1183
March 21, 2025

Very truly yours,

/s/ Phil Irwin

Philip D. Irwin

President and Chief Executive Officer
800-356-8360 Toll Free

P.O. Box 15147

Lenexa, KS 66285-5147
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[DAHO MINING ASSOCIATION

802 W Bannock St, ® Boise, ID 83702
208.342.0031® mineidaho.com

March 20, 2025

Idaho State Senate
700 W Jefferson St
Boise, ID 83702

RE: Support of SB1183

Dear Senator,

I am writing today to express the ldaho Mining Association’s (IMA) support of SB 1183, the
Wildfire Standard of Care Act, and we urge your “AYE” vote.

These efforts on wildfire prevention and utility operations are important and have a significant impact on
our state’s economy, including the mining industry. The Wildfire Standard of Care Act establishes a robust
standard for how utilities mitigate wildfire risk through their operations, maintenance, repair, and
upgrades. Reducing wildfire risk is a responsibility that benefits all landowners, including those in the
mining, mineral processing and natural resource sectors.

Moreover, this bill helps prevent unnecessary electricity rate increases for our members. Mining and
mineral processing are very energy intensive, and our members are often among the largest customers of
Idaho electric utilities. The minerals we produce are the first link in virtually every supply chain and they
are vital to the everyday life of the citizens of our nation. Access to reliable and affordable power is crucial
in assuring the feasibility of mining projects in our state. This feasibility is a key factor in our attempt to
domestically supply many of the critical minerals that the free world is import reliant on. Currently, the
United States is heavily reliant on adversarial nations like China for most of the critical minerals needed
for our national defense and manufacturing.

tIdaho has long prided itself on having some of the lowest power rates in the nation, and IMA members
depend on these low, competitive rates to support the health of our domestic mining industry. It is our
position that SB 1183 will protect our members from the potential for crippling rate hikes, such as those
that have occurred in California and other states following the financial fallout from wildfire-
related lawsuits. All Idaho ratepayers want and appreciate reliable and affordable energy. By supporting
SB 1183 we can help ensure that our electricity bills don’t resemble those in states like California.



Senator Woodward
SB 1183

Our membership appreciates all efforts to protect customer rates and ensure that the cost of doing
business in Idaho remains competitive, without unnecessary increases that could make it more difficuit
to produce minerals domestically. We look forward to continued collaboration with policymakers and
stakeholders to support wildfire risk reduction while preserving affordable utility rates.

Again, the IMA appreciates the opportunity to share our support of SB 1183. Should you have

any questions or wish to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to reach out to us.

Kindest Regards,

Benjamin J. Davenport
Executive V.P., Idaho Mining Association
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March 20, 2025

Dear Legislators,

On behalf of the J.R. Simplot Company, | am writing to request your vote in favor of SB1183 known as the “Wildfire
Standard of Care Act.” ldaho is extremely fortunate to have a diversified power portfolio across the state that continues
to deliver high quality power supplies at rates that lead the nation in affordability, and SB1183 will ensure that

continues.

The J.R. Simplot Company has been able to grow its operations over the last nearly 100 years thanks to the supply of
affordable and secure power provided by the Idaho Power Company and other state utilities. As we’ve seen in some
states, catastrophic wildfires have bankrupted public utilities and sent rates skyrocketing because courts have held
utilities liable for wildfires, in many cases without finding fault or a direct connection to the start of the wildfire.

The “Wildfire Standard of Care Act” takes proactive steps to protect utilities and ultimately rate payers by allowing the
Idaho Public Utilities Commission (IPUC) to develop a program that will hold Idaho utilities to the highest standards of
care in their operations to avoid the risk of wildfire by maintaining operations in a manner that meets the approval of
the IPUC. This is a well balanced approach that will be viewed as an example that other states should follow.

Idaho’s economy is one of the brightest in the Nation in large part to affordable and readily available power supplies.
While other states see increasing costs, blackouts and other disruptions to service, ldaho has been able to stand above

such challenges.

We cannot risk misguided court rulings to endanger our power supply and send costs skyrocketing. SB1183 takes a
measured and fair approach to ensuring that Idaho’s regulated utilities have clear guidance and understanding to deliver
on wildfire mitigation plans that not only keep power rates down, but ensures that the ongoing risk of wildfires

continues to decline.

Thank you all for your ongoing leadership in the Legislature. If you have any additional questions, or if we can offer any
further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me, at (208) 985-4672 or ken.dey@simplot.com.

Sincerely,

Jo3

Ken Dey
Director of Government and Public Affairs
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micron

March 20, 2025

Members of the ldaho Legislature
700 W Jefferson St
Boise, ID 83702

Dear Legislators,
Micron Technology, Inc. (“Micron”) supports Senate Bill 1183, the Wildfire Standards of Care Act.

Micron began in 1978 in the basement of a Boise, Idaho, dental office and has grown into the
world’s fourth-largest semiconductor company and the only American memory manufacturer. In
2022, Micron announced a historic $15 billion investment through the end of the decade to
construct a new fabrication facility, or Fab, for leading-edge memory manufacturing at our Boise
headquarters that will create 17,000 jobs. This will be the first new memory manufacturing Fab
built in the U.S. in 20 years.

The timing of Micron’s investment comes at a moment of great strategic importance for the
semiconductor industry. Today, 98% of memory is produced in East Asia. Only 2% of global
memory production occurs in the U.S. — all by Micron. This makes memory supply chains
vulnerable to disruption in the event of natural or manmade disasters, as well as geopolitical
tensions or conflict, and underscores the national security and economic risks associated with a
decline in U.S. semiconductor manufacturing. Micron’s investment in the State of Idaho will
bring innovation and manufacturing back to the U.S. and 17,000 jobs for Idahoans.

As we expand our manufacturing in the U.S., access to reliable and affordable power is critical.
Idaho has one of the most competitive electricity rates in the country — and our ability to operate
and expand in-state are due in large part to this reliable and affordable power. We appreciate
efforts like Senate Bill 1183 to protect customer rates and ensure that Idaho remains a place
that businesses can competitively operate and thrive.

We appreciate your time and consideration of policies that preserve affordable utility rates in
Idaho. Should you have any questions or wish to discuss this matter further, please do not
hesitate to reach out to us.

Sincerely,

Sl

Scott Gatzemeier

CVP, Front End US Expansion

8000 S. Federal Way | P.O. Box 6 | Boise, ID 83707-0006 | 208.368.4000 micron.com






