
MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Monday, March 24, 2025
TIME: 2:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Lent, Vice Chairman Cook, Senators Woodward, Nichols, Carlson,
Burtenshaw, Zito, Patterson (Ward-Engelking), and Semmelroth

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 2:01 p.m.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Woodward moved to approve the Minutes from March 17, 2025.
Senator Semmelroth seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

NOTE: Chairman Lent changed the agenda due to scheduling conflicts.
H 396 EDUCATION – Amends and adds to existing law to revise provisions

regarding transportation funding for public schools. Representative
Garner explained that H 396 addressed the transportation portion of charter
schools. This bill changed the language to authorize additional transportation
services, ensured that virtual charter school students were not being reimbursed
at a district level, and detailed what authorized transportation services included.
Additionally, this bill allowed alternative vehicles to be used and reimbursed for
their use. This change was particularly useful for smaller schools and districts
where it was less cost effective to utilize school buses.

DISCUSSION: Senator Nichols asked about the feedback from the districts. Representative
Garner stated that many districts had stated that it would help them to save
costs in smaller districts.

TESTIMONY: Tyler Telford, Superintendent from Westside School District, testified in favor
of H 396 as it would allow them to meet the needs of their smaller populations
without utilizing school buses. This would save them significant amounts of
money.

Greg Larson, Superintendent of Rockland School District, testified in favor of H
396 as it would offer their school district immense flexibility and help save them
money considering how small their schools were.

Written testimony submitted online and email appears in Attachment 1.
MOTION: Senator Nichols moved to send H 396 to the floor with a do pass

recommendation. Senator Burtenshaw seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.



S 1142 EDUCATION – Amends and repeals existing law to transfer funds from
the Empowering Parents Grant Program Fund to the General Fund and to
repeal the Empowering Parents Grant Program. Senator Blaylock noted
that S 1142 repealed the Empowering Parents Grant Program (EPP). She
explained how this program was implemented due to the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic. She noted how this program was an ongoing expense to Idaho tax
payers that was no longer necessary because it had served the purpose it was
created for. Furthermore, she explained how most of the funds were used on
laptops and devices, equating to nearly 80% of the funding given out of EPP,
which was not the intended purpose of the program.

TESTIMONY: Margo Clayson testified against S 1142 as the changes in this bill would
disenfranchise homeschoolers and would limit school choice for parents. She
stated EPP was created to give parent's control over their child's education and
was necessary to ensure parents maintained that ability.

Elinor Chehey, United Women in Faith, testified against S 1142 and instead
asked for a repeal on the parental choice tax credits. She noted that these tax
credits created shortfalls in the 2026 fiscal year revenues.

Shelby Murdock testified against S 1142 and noted how her program had
been an approved vendor by EPP and how her program had been immensely
beneficial to students who were interested in music. She explained that parents
did not often have the resources available to supplement their child's education
without EPP.

Dustyn Stevens testified against S 1142 stating that students needed access to
modern and involving technology as it would be crucial to future development
and business success.

Emina Sadiki testified against S 1142 and stated that the cost of the program
was nothing compared to the amount of stress relieved and the opportunities
provided by this program. She explained how the program had allowed her
children to be exposed to different extra-curricular activities that they wouldn't
have been able to afford without EPP.

Barbara Schriber testified against S 1142 and explained how this program had
been immensely beneficial for low-income families and provided them with the
opportunity to access programs that they would otherwise not have access to.
Furthermore, she worried that with the passage of H 93 this removal would
further divert funds to private schools.

Amanda Wayne testified against S 1142 and explained how this program had
allowed her and her family to access technology, programs, and curriculum
that would have otherwise been inaccessible. She explained the importance of
access to programs such as swimming instruction and water safety courses.

Jeremiah Garbett testified against S 1142 and noted how valuable the program
was for furthering college education.
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DISCUSSION: Senator Blaylock closed by stating that she did not disagree with the some of
the positive impacts made by EPP. However, she not convinced that it was the
government's responsibility to pay for those extra-curricular programs. She
further explained that homeschoolers made up only 11% of the grants provided,
and 81% of the funds went to public schools. She reminded the Committee that
of those percentages, 80% was used on technology reimbursements.

Senator Semmelroth asked where the EPP money would go and if it was
outlined in the bill. Senator Blaylock stated that the money would be distributed
back to the General Fund, but that the bill did not specify which areas it would be
distributed into. Senator Semmelroth clarified if Senator Blaylock's legislative
intent was for the money to go back into public schools rather than other priorities.
Senator Blaylock stated yes, but that it was not specifically listed in the bill.

Senator Carlson asked if Senator Blaylock had any data on who had been
using the program, such as the income categories. Senator Blaylock explained
that the threshold for application for H 93 was much higher than it was for EPP.
However, there would not be solid data until H 93 had operated for the first year.

MOTION: Senator Semmelroth moved to send S 1142 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Nichols seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote. Senator Carlson requested to be recorded as having voted nay.

H 397 EDUCATION – Amends existing law to revise provision regarding civics
instruction. Senator Carlson explained that H 397 was the culmination of
discussions with the State Department of Education (Department), focusing on
curriculum on the civics test. This would align the civics test with Idaho content
standards and ensure that proficiency standards were being met.

Greg Wilson, State Department of Education, stated that H 397 updated existing
requirements to have the Department develop a new civics test that aligned
with Idaho content standards. This requirement would apply to all high school
students starting in the years 2026-2027. H 397 would create a uniform standard
for education Statewide. Finally, he explained this legislation has no fiscal impact,
and the Department had the capacity to do this without a cost to the State.

TESTIMONY: Samuel Lair, Idaho Freedom Foundation, testified in support of H 397 and noted
that it was an important step in reorienting Idaho education and aligning with
Idaho content standards. He noted that civic literacy was a significant issue that
needed to be addressed in Idaho, as many failed to understand the importance
and foundations of U.S. government and civics. He also explained that this
would create uniformity across all districts in Idaho.

Dr. Jean Henscheid, League of Women Voters, testified against H 397 as she
believed it contradicted language used by the legislators in regard to finding
alternative methods for education aside from standardized testing. She also
noted that it removed local control from school districts.

DISCUSSION: Senator Carlson closed by noting this legislation was created in conjunction
with the State Department, and it addressed several of the issues that occurred
earlier in the session.

MOTION: Senator Nichols moved to send H 397 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Woodward seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 2:57 p.m.
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___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Lent Savahanna Phelan
Chair Secretary
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