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Shelby Murdock cont. 30

culture. Learning music is difficult! It requires delayed gratification, goal setting, perseverance, grit, etc. But these values are critical
for children in Idaho to learn so that they can apply it to their future careers and education.

I created Snake River Strings Co., the first music business of its kind in Idaho, to solve these problems. We provide a professional
space for teachers (as hourly employees) to teach and an overarching mission/vision/values and management team to hold the
expectations high. We gamify the music education experience where students can earn practice money and prizes, we provide benefits
for our employees, awesome recitals, professional development, and more.

Now with those higher expectations comes higher costs, which makes it difficult for parents in Idaho to see the value and appreciate
the arts education experience when they have never experienced or heard of anything similar before. Not to mention, many other music
teachers just teach under the table out of their homes and do not follow the proper tax documentation, so of course they can be cheap,
but it does nothing to increase arts education in Idaho.

Because of the empowering parents grant we have been able to reach a much larger audience. With students taking lessons each
week from Coeur D'Alene, Boise, and Twin Falls, as well as locally in Blackfoot, Pocatello, and Idaho Falls. Families are able to purchase
instruments that they couldn’t afford before, get started with lessons, and realize how important it is for their child. Something they
would have never said yes to, has now become such a crucial part to their children’s development (as well as emotional outlet) they have
continued with lessons even after they have used up all of their grant money. It is great to be able to offer better options for children
that connect more with music than with other activities. Not only providing more opportunities for students, but it's also great to give
them an activity that will get them away from a screen and challenge their brain.

With the passing of HB93, I can only imagine that public schools will have to make budget cuts. From my experience in the past, and
from what I am already seeing in SE Idaho, music programs will be the first to go. From what I've read of HB93, Snake River Strings Co.
will not qualify as an “academic instruction” because we do not teach “english language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.”
It will only be through grant programs like the Empowering Parents Program, that Idaho students will receive music education
opportunities.

Further, because it is a refundable tax credit, low income families who do not have the money to fund extracurricular activities up

front will not benefit from HB93, and therefore are still dependent on the empowering parents grant to bring music education to their
lives.
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Erica McVeigh cont. 1

These needs fall upon the shoulders of parents. The Empowering Parents Grant helps close the gap and change a child's educational
future.

Furthermore, the Empowering Parents Grant Program has allowed rural and low-income families to enroll their children in educational
activities such as music, art, sports, martial arts and more. These activities are often out of reach without this assistance. A world of
growth, experience and education was opened up to my children through this program. Music lessons that were once just a dream,
became a reality for my children because of this grant.

Finally, thanks to the Empowering Parents Grant Program, my children, and many others, have been able to obtain books, school
supplies, computers and other materials that have helped advance their education. Every parent wants to provide their child with the
resources and materials that will best meet their educational goals. However, many Idahoans find their budgets constricted by rising cost
of living. The joy that I and other parents have experienced in being able to purchase educational resources for our children via this
grant program is, indeed, “empowering!” The happy faces of our students as they receive greatly desired and badly needed books,
supplies, tools and more are proof that this grant is making a difference for the better.

My children and I are sincerely thankful for your efforts to maintain the Empowering Parents Grant Program. We encourage you to
continue to offer this grant so that Idaho's students can have every opportunity to obtain an excellent education, and a successful future.

Gratefully,

The McVeigh Household

Kyra Lindhardt S 1142 W Self Preston Against N 28

I am against this bill, the Empowering Parents Program has benefited my kids more than I ever thought was possible. We have been
able to buy chapter books for my two older children, and my second grader is now reading 130 words per minute! The WPM goal in 2nd
grade is 86, so having books accessible at home has been amazing for her speed and word recognition! Being able to purchase science
experiments has been huge for my 4th grader, it has sparked his love for science and truly made him want to learn, making it fun and
not a chore! We have been leaning heavy into U.S. and World history this year, having access to different textbooks has been a game
changer! Last but not least, being able to buy educational games for my two younger children has been so helpful for them to learn word
structure and sight words. Making learning fun helps kids understand and retain information so much easier! Without this grant we would
not be able to purchase and enrich my kids with these items and experiences. With my husband working a full time job and going to
school while I stay at home with the kids, we make less than 50K a year as a family of 6. We struggled to even afford a set of books
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LaRon Johnson S 1142 W Self Shelley Against N 30

I am against repelling the bill it has allowed our grandchildren to buy and pay for many things they would otherwise not be able to
afford. Such as computers tumbling tykwando and many other things.

Rebecca Proctor S 1142 W Self Boise Against N 17

Vote NO on S 1142 and instead repeal the Parental Choice Tax Credits. It appears that those tax credits as well as other tax
reduction legislation have created a shortfall in the expected FY 2026 revenues. The Empowering Parents program serves families who
are in much lower income brackets than the Parental Choice tax credits and likely serves many more children with needed goods and
services for 3/5 the cost of Parental Choice.

Vote no on S 1142 and ask the budget committee to find other, less painful places to balance the budget. Since the tax cuts were
passed before any other budgets, there may not be any painless ways to balance the budget. I guess this is just tough luck for rural
communities who stand to lose grants to help them get much-needed doctors, who stand to lose progress on getting critical wireless
services and for children in the foster care system.

Kathy Dawes S 1142 W Self Moscow Against N 6

I am opposed to bill H 1142 because I support the Empowering Parents Grant program that did not allow parents to use funds for
private school tuition, as opposed to H 93 that allows parents to use tax credits for private school tuition. Now that we know that the
cost to implement H 93 is more than double the amount promised in the fiscal note of the bill when it was presented to legislators and
the public, there will be many parents and families who will not be able to receive the credits, making it easier for legislators to feel the
need to increase the amount of public funds spent supporting private schools in the future. Support for private schools is NOT part of the
constitutional mandate for the Idaho legislature, whereas funding our public schools is. The Empowering Parents Grant program supports
students, no matter where they go to school, and should be maintained.

Dustyn Stevens S 1142 T Boise Computer Depot Boise For Y 22

To whom this vendor testimony may concern,

Greetings, my name is Dustyn Stevens, managing partner at Boise Computer Depot. We are now a third year leading vendor in the
Empowering Parents Program. I wanted to take this opportunity to detail our experience, being part of the Empowering Parents Program.
I feel that amongst all of the legislative and domestic noise surrounding the program, the vendor experience is seldom heard or
considered. Being one of the leading technology vendors in the program, my company (Boise Computer Depot) is uniquely qualified to
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Name Subject Manner Representing City For / Wish to  District
(First & Last) Testifying Company/Organization Against  Testify #

Dustyn Stevens cont. 22

Kind Regards,

Dustyn Stevens
Managing Partner
Boise Computer Depot

Katie McCollum H 397 w Self Coeur d’Alene For N 3

Please vote FOR H397. Our local schools proficiency have been low 40’s in math and mid 60’s in English. According to https:
//worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/public-school-rankings-by-state, Idaho schools ranks 45 out of 50. There is not enough
classical education taught in Idaho Schools. Students are graduating when they are not prepared to take on the world.

All students should have a civics course that teaches them about our awesome country and State. Information about why our flag
came about and why they should be proud of it all.

Please, please vote FOR H397.

Thank you,
Katie McCollum

Yvonne Sandmire H 397 W self Boise Against N 19

I oppose H397 because the fiscal note is inaccurate. The fiscal note is inaccurate. This bill WILL cost taxpayer money. And, as
written, the burden will likely fall on districts who are already strapped for funds. I urge you to vote no on H397.

Tyler Telford H 396 Vv West Side School District  Dayton For Y 28

Dear House Education committee,
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Name Subject Manner Representing City For / Wish to  District
(First & Last) Testifying Company/Organization Against  Testify #

Tyler Telford cont. 28

626 N. Westside Hwy
Dayton, ID 83232
208-747-3502 Ext 101
Rockland School District

Greg Larson H 396 \' #382 Rockland For Y 28

My name is Greg Larson, and I serve as the Superintendent of the Rockland School District. We are a small, rural district with 180
students. I am here today to express my strong support for H396.

One key provision of this bill—the allowance for authorized vehicles—will have a significant positive impact on districts like ours. Let
me provide just one example:

When we travel to Boise for the state BPA competition, using a traditional yellow school bus costs $5.73 per mile, bringing the total
cost of the trip to $2,600. In contrast, using an authorized vehicle would cost only $400, saving our district $2,200—a substantial benefit
for our taxpayers.

I applaud the Legislature’s effort to align with the 37 other states that have already adopted similar policies. Thank you for your time
and for your support of H396.
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Savahanna phelan

\,From: Taryn Strong <TStrong17@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 24, 2025 12:10 AM
To: Savahanna phelan
Subject: Written Testimony Regarding 51142

Written Testimony of Taryn Strong
Regarding Senate Education Committee
03/24/25

My name is Taryn Strong and I am a concerned Idaho resident and mother of two. I am testifying
on how repealing the Empowering Parents Fund per Senate Bill 1142 would make it difficult for
my children to access educational opportunities in my community.

This grant has directly impacted my family by allowing my husband and I to afford to put my
child in swim lessons that would otherwise be unavailable to us. [ believe losing access to this
potentially lifesaving skill or other educational opportunities that may one day lead to a career
would be devastating.

In conclusion, the Empowering Parents Fund is a vital community resource for our children and
is potentially an economic stimulator. I hope this resource will continue to be available as an
\investment in our youth for a brighter future.

Thank you to Chairman Lent and Members of the Committee for reading my testimony. Your
consideration of this matter and solutions is very much appreciated.






Savahanna phelan

~\From: debbie lane <debbielane81@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 23, 2025 9:53 PM
To: Savahanna phelan
Subject: Empowering Parents

Written testimony for the State Senate meeting 03/24/2025.

The Empowering Parents grants that has been available in Idaho, for the last few years, has enabled me to provide
learning items that have been invaluable to my children. | am a single mother of 3 girls and the grant has helped me in
so many ways. The grant helped me provide a consistent supply of internet that made it easy for my girls to complete
homework tasks and research for school. |1 was able to purchase volleyball equipment which enriched their outside time,
they still use everyday. | purchase school supplies every fall with this grant money, for three children the cost of school
supplies increases every year. Art books and supplies to nurture their creativity, chapter books to help their reading
progress faster. These are just to name a few of the ways this grant helped me. | believe the Empowering parents grant
not only supports parents but also assists public schooling to meet their criteria for state testing and scoring. Parents
should be able to continue to educate their children when they are not at school. The Empowering Parents grant gives
children opportunities to be successful, no matter what parents income is.

If this grant is discontinued many of the lower income families will be at a serious hardship.

| cannot afford to send my children to a charter or private school, a tax break on private schooling is no use to me and
many middle/ low income families.

Please reconsider repealing this grant.

Yours sincerely,
Debbie Lane
6594 E Gardenia Lane, Nampa, I'd

Cell: 208-800-1215

Sent from my iPhone






Written Testimony Regarding S 1142

To: Senate Education Committee

From: Erica McVeigh
themeveighcabin(@gmail .com

5074 Moyie River Road

Bonners Ferry, Boundary County, Idaho 83805

Respected Committee Members,

On behalf of the children of the McVeigh household, I would like to thank you for the past
provision of the Empowering Parents Grant Program and encourage you to vote against S 1142.

The Empowering Parents Grant Program has provided educational resources that were otherwise
inaccessible to low-income households. This was felt within my own family as I have a daughter
with severe learning disabilities. Our community does not have the facilities necessary to help
my child. My family does not have the income needed to enroll her in online tutoring or therapy.
The Empowering Parents Grant Program provided us with the funds needed to connect my child
with these vital resources. Thanks to this program, my daughter gained access to the tutoring,
materials and therapy she needed to thrive. She is now making excellent progress in her
educational goals. Many rural communities, such as ours, do not have local options for
supporting learning-disabled children. These needs fall upon the shoulders of parents. The
Empowering Parents Grant helps close the gap and change a child's educational future.

Furthermore, the Empowering Parents Grant Program has allowed rural and low-income families
to enroll their children in educational activities such as music, art, sports, martial arts and more.
These activities are often out of reach without this assistance. A world of growth, experience and
education was opened up to my children through this program. Music lessons that were once just
a dream, became a reality for my children because of this grant.

Finally, thanks to the Empowering Parents Grant Program, my children, and many others, have
been able to obtain books, school supplies, computers and other materials that have helped
advance their education. Every parent wants to provide their child with the resources and
materials that will best meet their educational goals. However, many Idahoans find their budgets
constricted by rising cost of living. The joy that I and other parents have experienced in being
able to purchase educational resources for our children via this grant program is, indeed,
“empowering!” The happy faces of our students as they receive greatly-desired and badly-needed
books, supplies, tools and more are proof that this grant is making a difference for the better.

My children and I are sincerely thankful for your efforts to maintain the Empowering Parents
Grant Program. We encourage you to continue to offer this grant so that Idaho's students can
have every opportunity to obtain an excellent education, and a successful future.

Gratefully,
The McVeigh Household






Savahanna phelan

‘From: Allison <allifountain@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 11:12 AM
To: Savahanna phelan

Subject: Written testimony SB1142

| don’t see a link to submit written testimony online for SB1142. Here is my letter, but will there be
another way to submit it?

Dear Senate Education Committee,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to the repeal of the Empowering Parents Grant as proposed in
Senate Bill 1142. While | am grateful that this bill has been temporarily removed from today's meeting, | urge
you to consider the long-term impact on Idaho families and the critical role this program plays in supporting

students and parents.

The Empowering Parents Grant is essential for providing Idaho families with the tools and resources they need
to navigate the complexities of education, especially in challenging times. It offers invaluable financial support
that enables parents to invest in their children's education, fostering an environment where students can thrive
academically. My kids have utilized this grant every year it has been offered, and because of it we were able to
purchase technology necessary for school. Prior to the grant we had shared a family computer or had to check
one out from the counseling center at the high school, where an extra wasn’t always available.

Repealing this program would affect families who rely on it for essential educational resources, making it
harder for them to fully support their children's academic journey. As a concerned member of the community, |

ask that you stand with Idaho families and oppose the repeal of this program.

Please keep this crucial support for families intact and ensure that parents have the ability to choose the best

educational resources for their children.






Thank you for your time and consideration. Every voice matters, and | hope mine will contribute to ensuring the

Empowering Parents Grant remains available for those who need it most.

-~

Sincerely,
Allison Fountain
723 Kenneth Street

Moscow, ID 83843






