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cont.Jessica  Lecertua 15

Good afternoon Chairman Lent and members of the Senate Education Committee

I would like to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 1188. As a virtual educator for the past 14 years, this bill is deeply
personal to me. Its passage would not only jeopardize my career in virtual education but also be detrimental to the thousands of
students who rely on flexible, accessible, and high-quality virtual education programs. As a board member of the Idaho School Counselor
Association, and Past President, I am passionate about student well-being and advocacy. I was deeply disappointed to learn that
members of the senate education committee, who are equally as passionate about student well-being as I am, were sponsoring a bill
that would impose significant limits and restrictions on our children's access to quality virtual education.

Supporting Data:
• Educational Impact: IDVA welcomes students from grades K-12 and offers dual enrollment opportunities, credit recovery courses,

and special education resources. As a leader in virtual education, Idaho Virtual Academy (IDVA) holds students to high attendance
expectations to ensure learning is happening. When it's not, we have a structured attendance process. We provide individualized support
with tiered interventions, and, we are fiscally responsible. We do MORE with LESS and we adapt to change.

• Success Stories: Last year, my district utilized over $104,000 in Advanced Opportunity funds, and nearly 10% of our graduating
class earned an associate degree. Additionally, 34 students graduated early

• Community Reach: My school serves over 2,000 students from nearly every county in Idaho. Many of these students come to us
with traumatic backgrounds and have been profoundly affected by adverse childhood experiences. As a Title I school, we are committed
to supporting families who are struggling financially. IDVA provides critical educational services to nearly 150 families experiencing
homelessness. Our dedication to these students and families underscores the vital role we play in offering stability, support, and a path
to a brighter future.

Our test scores may be lower than state averages, but the support we provide and the need we fill are immeasurable. We take on
students who have been expelled from their brick-and-mortar schools and meet families where they are, even in the middle of a school

V Against YIdaho Virtual Academy MeridianS 1188

Page 1 of 6Report Printed: Thursday, March 27, 2025 8:31 AM

Attachment 1, Written Testimony, March 25, 2025



Name
(First & Last)

For /
Against

Wish to
Testify

District
#

Manner
Testifying

Representing
Company/Organization

CitySubject

cont.Jessica  Lecertua 15

year. We do whatever we can to provide a quality level of education that is personalized and accommodating to a diverse population.

The Charter Commission is not equipped to oversee virtual education. Their turnover rate is high, and they have a history of hostility
toward virtual schools. The local school districts are not equipped to handle virtual education support of this magnitude. Passage of this
bill would eliminate the option of attending a virtual school in rural Idaho,  depriving many students of the flexible and accessible
education they desperately need.

I urge you to reconsider your support for Senate Bill 1188 and to vote against it in the best interest of our community and our
children's future. Thank you for your time and consideration.

cont.Kelly Edginton 12

As a virtual charter school administrator, I have strong concerns about SB1188 and any other like bills that may appear. This bill is
detrimental to my school and to all virtual charter schools in the state. Here are some reasons why I oppose this bill.

• SB 1188 would roll back many of the reforms put into place under last year’s new charter law.
• SB 1188 would expand bureaucracy at the Public Charter School Commission, shifting more authority to a commission that has

struggled with leadership instability.
• SB 1188 would further limit options to rural Idaho students served by virtual schools where options are often limited.
• SB 1188 diminishes the local control of the school board.

This bill threatens to reduce funding, weaken local governance, and reintroduce unnecessary red tape.

I urge you to vote against SB1188 and any other like bill that may appear. Thank you for your time and consideration.

V Against YIdaho Virtual Academy CaldwellS 1188

cont.Monti Pittman 21

As a virtual charter school administrator, I have strong concerns about SB1188 and any other like bills that may appear. This bill is
detrimental to my school and to all virtual charter schools in the state. Here are some reasons why I oppose this bill.

• SB 1188 would roll back many of the reforms put into place under last year’s new charter law.
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cont.Monti Pittman 21

• SB 1188 would expand bureaucracy at the Public Charter School Commission, shifting more authority to a commission that has
struggled with leadership instability.

• SB 1188 would further limit options to rural Idaho students served by virtual schools where options are often limited.
• SB 1188 diminishes the local control of the school board.
This bill threatens to reduce funding, weaken local governance, and reintroduce unnecessary red tape.
I urge you to vote against SB1188. Thank you for your time and consideration.

cont.Sherrilynn Bair 30

   Due to the expedited nature of the process I will provide the full text via email to Chairman Lent as soon as possible.     I am
representing myself because there has not been time to bring the charter commissioners into the conversation.

My main concern is that this legislation significantly affects the Idaho Public Charter Commission and other than brief texts, the
commission has not been at the table for this discussion.

An additional concern is the timing of this hearing.   Yesterday there was an RS.    Today the RS received a bill number and less than
a few hours later it is being brought before this committee for a decision.        Although there have been hearings that have involved
school(s) The charter commission has not been involved.

The charter commission spent the last 2 years working to re-write outdated charter law, and this undoes much of that work.
(Example, reviewing every contract between every ESP and every school, either existing or new)

I can not speak to every potential conflict as again, this RS received a bill number today.     it will take a significant amount of time to
evaluate the ramifications to charter school law.

In full transparency I work for Snake River School District which has an online school that will be affected with the legislation.
This legislation will potentilly affect thousands of families who have chosen an alternate method of learning that is best for their students.

Idaho, and this body has spoken loud and clear on issues of open enrollment and school choice.      This bill is in no way conducive
with those laws and policies.

Approximately 5 years ago there were about 2700 students enrolled in virtual schools in Idaho.     Today there are close to 20,000
students served in virtual and/or hybrid schools.

That is a significant increase over a short period of time.
I would ask that this committee hold this bill for further discussion and include the charter commission in a meaningful discussion

regarding the impact on that Commission.
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cont.Sherrilynn Bair 30

cont.Jeff Thompson 33

Chairman Lent, members of the committee, thank you.

My name is Jeff Thompson. I serve as Board Chairman of Idaho Virtual Academy, the oldest and one of the largest virtual public
charter schools in Idaho. I’m also a former member of the Idaho House of Representatives for ten years, and I appreciate the difficult
work you’re doing in these final hours.

I'm here to express concern with Senate Bill 1188 and the broader effort to shift oversight of virtual education.

For over 20 years, Idaho Virtual Academy has served students from every part of the state — especially rural families, students with
health challenges, and those who haven’t thrived in traditional schools. These families depend on access to virtual education.

Under this bill, that access is threatened. It moves oversight of online programs into the Public Charter School Commission, an
agency that, while improving, is still not equipped to take this on.

We’ve worked with the Commission for years. While our relationship is currently positive, it has not always been. Historically, the
Commission has lacked both the expertise and staffing needed to understand or support virtual education. There has been a clear bias,
and at times, a strained trust.

Thanks to strong interim leadership and the Chairman of the Commission Board, the Commission has made progress. But it still lacks
permanent leadership and trained personnel to handle the expanded role this bill assigns.

Finally, as a former legislator, I must respectfully share disappointment that this hearing was announced with less than two hours’
notice. This issue affects tens of thousands of families, and we owe it to them to get it right.

Thank you for your time and for your service.

V Against YIdaho Virtual Committee,
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cont.Jeff Thompson 33

cont.Mark Kress 30

Chairman Lent , members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today.
I'm Mark Kress, Superintendent of Snake River School District. I stand before you to express my opposition to Senate Bill 1188,

specifically the provision that would restrict new enrollment of out-of-district students in virtual education programs beginning July 1,
2025.

Snake River is a rural district that has worked diligently to provide stable, quality education for all students in our region. We've
developed our virtual education program as a response to community needs sparked by the pandemic. Since 2020 we have invested
significant resources to create a high-quality offering that serves students both within and beyond our district boundaries

.
This bill would drastically limit educational options for nearly 20 thousand students and their families across our state. I’m speaking

particularly about those students who live in rural areas who may not have access to specialized online education programs.

By restricting enrollment to only students within district boundaries, we would essentially be telling families: "Your educational
choices stop at an arbitrary geographic line." Keep in mind the great majority of our students never attended a brick and mortar school
before joining our online school. They now have support from accredited teachers and administrators with the same oversight as all
other public schools in regards to testing.

Our district has demonstrated stable leadership and sound fiscal management. We have the systems in place to effectively oversee
virtual education programs and ensure accountability for all students, regardless of their physical location. This bill assumes that
centralization of virtual charters through the charter commission would improve outcomes, but provides no evidence to support this
claim.

Furthermore, this legislation could force families currently enrolled in our virtual program to uproot their children's education and
seek alternatives, creating unnecessary disruption for students who are thriving in their current learning environment.

V Against YSnake River School District
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cont.Mark Kress 30

While I support several of the changes to virtual education in the bill, I urge this committee to reject SB 1188, or at minimum, amend
it to remove the restrictions on out-of-district enrollment in virtual education programs and the requirement to make all online schools be
sanctioned by the charter commission. We should be expanding educational opportunities for Idaho's children, not limiting them based
on where they happen to live. We are an open enrollment state and it serves our students well.

Thank you for your consideration.

I will stand for questions

cont.Meaghan  Jensen 20

I am against this bill.

I have two daughters who attend school virtually, and it has been life changing in the most positive of ways.  I am deeply tired of
having to fight for the basic American right to freedom of choice.

We choose virtual school for multiple reasons that benefit my family and my children’s education.  My daughter scores exceptionally
well on all required Idaho State Tests and is working above her grade, while also being able to interact with peers her own age.

Please vote no on this bill and allow parents, teachers, and students to continue learning the way that has been working for them.
And protect our basic American right to education, however we choose, which includes virtual schooling.  The enrichment we have by
utilizing the resource of virtual learning at home is unmatched.  Thank you for hearing me.

W Against NSelf MeridianS 1188

Page 6 of 6Report Printed: Thursday, March 27, 2025 8:31 AM


