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Chairman Palmer called the meeting to order at 1:30pm.

Rep. Pohanka made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2025
meeting. Motion carried by voice vote.

Rep. Sauter, District 1, stated this is a trailer bill to H 206, an emergency medical
services bill. There were concerns raised regarding language in H 206, which
would limit a county's ability to receive funds from grants, so the language requiring
county endorsed applications was removed.

Rep. Harris made a motion to send S 1159 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Sauter will sponsor the bill
on the floor.

Sen. Hart, District 2, stated this legislation would add a check box to the
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) driver's license application form, adding a
voluntary $2.00 donation, which would be used for individuals without insurance
who fail the DMV eye test and cannot afford an eye exam or corrective lenses
needed to retake and successfully pass the eye exam. The donations will be
managed through the Organ Donation Contribution Fund, which is overseen by the
State Treasurer. He explained, originally, the non-profit organization Envision Sight,
was going to be the only non-profit organization receiving these funds, but after
further discussion, it was decided any non-profit should be eligible to receive the
funds to help individuals rather than just one specific organization.

As a result of that decision, Sen. Hart requested the committee make a motion to
send S 1071aa,aa to General Orders with the following committee amendments.
On page 4, delete lines 9 through 15, and insert language regarding how donations
will be managed, and any ldaho-based certified eye bank organization that provides
screening and vision treatment can received those funds to assist individuals

in need. On page 7, delete lines 29 and 30, and insert language supporting

and promoting vision screening, vision treatment, and eye health in Idaho, and
specifying any Idaho-based eye bank organization that provides screening and
vision treatment can received those funds to assist individuals in need.
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Jay Lugo, Executive Director, Envision Sight, spoke in support of S 1071aa,aa.
He commented, it costs the state approximately $1,000 per patient to support them
through state aid. And, because Medicare and Medicaid do not provide corrective
lenses, and many employer-sponsored insurance plans do not cover necessary
vision treatments, many individuals in need go untreated. He stated, this donation
program will help to alleviate the financial burden while improving vision health

for Idahoans in need.

Rep. Gannon made a motion to send S 1071aa,aa to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.

Rep. Shepherd made a substitute motion to send S 1071aa,aa to General Orders
with the proposed committee amendments. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep.
Shepherd will sponsor the bill on the floor.

Rep. Shepherd, District 7, explained, due to the unavailability of the bill sponsor,
he will present S 1153. He stated this bill establishes a five year commemorative
license plate recognizing the commissioning of the fifth ship in the United States
Navy fleet named USS Idaho. He explained, this plate will only be available until
July 1, 2030, and the costs and fee distributions will be the same as the basic
license plate.

Rep. Clow made a motion to send S 1153 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Hill will sponsor the bill
on the floor.

Chairman Palmer turned the gavel over to Vice Chair Mitchell.

Rep. Palmer, District 20, stated this legislation defines and standardizes two
existing phrases used in Idaho Code; "benefit primarily motor vehicles" and "primary
benefit of motor vehicles" to mean designating highway and bridge maintenance
and construction projects to reduce traffic congestion, travel delays, engine idle
time, and unproductive fuel consumption.

In response to a committee question regarding no mention of pedestrian safety in
the definition, Rep. Palmer explained, although the definition does not mention
pedestrians, the safety of pedestrians is articulated throughout the bill. What this is
saying is pedestrian sidewalks and bike lanes cannot be the primary purpose, but
absolutely can be included in traffic and congestion mitigation projects.

Courtney Madigan, from Boise; Devin McComas, Boise Bicycle Project; Matt
Neilson, from Boise; Jered Fennell, from Boise; and Scott Schoenherr, Rafanelli
and Nahas, all spoke in opposition to S 1140aa. They were of the opinion this
bill would take away local control to decide what projects are most important,

and without being able to prioritize sidewalks, intersections, and bike lanes, this
bill doesn't consider safety first.

After committee discussion, Rep. Palmer stood and closed. He stated, the main
goal of this bill is to clarify and standardize the definitions throughout statute. It
doesn't take away the ability to improve crosswalks, sidewalks, or create bike lanes,
but it does clarify they cannot be the primary purpose for road improvement projects.
The primary purpose for traffic and congestion mitigation projects is for vehicles.

Rep. Shepherd made a motion to send S 1140aa to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Reps. Gannon and Lesmeister
requested to be recorded as voting NAY. Rep. Palmer will sponsor the bill on

the floor.
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S 1144: Rep. Palmer, District 20, stated this legislation repeals and replaces Idaho Code,
Section 40-605. He explained, the new section of code adds two new elements;
the requirement that pedestrian and bike facilities may only be improved as a
secondary or collateral benefit for a highway project, and a requirement that
non-residential collector and arterial roadways may not be reduced in width. He
remarked, reducing the width of travel lanes creates more traffic congestion and
can also become a safety hazard because fire trucks and snowplows, for example,
are wider than some of the newly reduced travel lanes as a result of recent projects
to add bike lanes. He also spoke about the new bulb-outs at many intersections,
which also reduces travel lanes and put pedestrians waiting at intersections closer
to traffic trying to navigate around them. He stated highway projects can straighten
roads, widen roads, and realign roads, they just cannot narrow lanes. It applies
to all highway districts in the state and clarifies the primary benefit of projects are
for vehicles.

Courtney Madigan, from Boise; Devin McComas, Boise Bicycle Project; Matt
Neilson, from Boise; Jered Fennell, from Boise; Scott Schoenherr, Rafanelli
and Nahas; Cynthia Gibson, Idaho Conservation League; and Chris Danley,
Vitruvian Planning, all spoke in opposition to S 1144. They were of the opinion
this bill would take away local control to decide what projects are most important,
and without being able to prioritize sidewalks, intersections, and bike lanes, this bill
puts vehicles over the safety of people.

Rep. Palmer stood and closed. He stated safety is always the most important
factor in any project, with the goal to improve roads to address the increased
volume of traffic. Pedestrian and bike projects can always be considered when
developing new highway projects, and this bill gives more authority than before to
expand on those safety issues.

MOTION: Rep. Harris made a motion to send S 1144 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Reps. Gannon and Lesmeister
requested to be recorded as voting NAY. Rep. Palmer will sponsor the bill on
the floor.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 2:47pm.

Representative Palmer Tracey McDonnell
Chair Secretary
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