
MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Thursday, March 27, 2025
TIME: 2:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Lent, Vice Chairman Cook, Senators Woodward, Nichols, Carlson,
Burtenshaw, Ward-Engelking, and Semmelroth

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

Senator Zito

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 2:06 p.m.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Semmelroth moved to approve the Minutes from March 18, 2025.
Senator Nichols seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Nichols moved to approve the Minutes from March 19, 2025. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Burtenshaw moved to approve the Minutes from March 20, 2025.
Senator Semmelroth seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Ward-Engelking moved to approve the Minutes from March 24, 2025.
Senator Nichols seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Nichols moved to approve the Minutes from March 25, 2025. Senator
Semmelroth seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

PRESENTATION: Honoring the Page - Ainsley Braithwaite. Ainsley Braithwaite discussed
how grateful she was for this experience. She noted how she was interested in
getting involved at a local or state government level. She explained how she
learned different aspects to government that she wasn't aware of when she
first joined the Page program.

DISCUSSION: Senator Nichols asked what Ms. Braithwaite had learned during her experience
in the Senate. Ms. Braithwaite explained how, just before coming here, she
had finished a Congress project in her government class. She discussed how
she thought she had known the governmental process and then compared it to
everything she learned during her experience at the Senate. She realized there
were many aspects that she did not know.

Senator Cook asked about the adventure that started eight weeks ago, before
she got to the Senate. Ms. Braithwaite explained how she was here in January
for a PTA event, and explained how Senator Cook had introduced the Page
program to her. She discussed how Senator Cook had been instrumental in
securing her a position as well as finding her housing for the duration of the
session. She noted how wonderful the experience had been despite the rapid
urgency and last-minute decisions. Senator Cook questioned how she handled
school work while she was here. Ms. Braithwaite explained how she had a
pretty light workload, so it was easy to keep up with all the class assignments.
Senator Cook asked about the upcoming senior prom. Ms. Braithwaite noted
how she was asked to go to prom by one of the teenagers she was living with



while working at the Senate, so she will be back later for the event.

Senator Semmelroth asked what aspects came to life during this experience
that were not covered in her classes. Ms. Braithwaite noted how her class did
a mock bill experience, and explained how easy it was to write a bill that she
liked without taking into account other people's interests. She contrasted that
experience with how bills were made in reality, and how all the senators had to
focus on every little detail that impacted every person in the State.

Senator Burtenshaw questioned if this experience encouraged her to pursue a
career in the Senate. Ms. Braithwaite discussed how, at the beginning, she was
convinced she would be changing all her career plans to join politics, but by the
second week she realized how demanding the job could be. So, she explained
that future Ainsley would have to make that decision.

Senator Woodward asked what she would be doing next. Ms. Braithwaite
noted how she was excited to go back and be with her family. Then, she would
be joining BYUI in the Fall to pursue a career in Orthodontics. She noted how
important this experience had been in encouraging her to stay informed and be
involved in her community and State.

Chairman Lent thanked her for her work during the session and how beneficial
she had been to the Senate and the Committee. He also thanked the Committee
for all their work this session.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 2:22 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Lent Savahanna Phelan
Chair Secretary
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