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Chairman Palmer called the meeting to order at 12:17pm.

S 1180: Rep. Monks, District 22, stated this legislation will more clearly limit the use
of automated license plate readers relative to official law enforcement activities
and precludes automated license plate reader systems from being used for non
law enforcement purposes. Authorized uses include investigations of felonies or
misdemeanor crimes, traffic accidents, or to search for missing or endangered
persons. Additionally, agencies may use the license plate reader systems for traffic
flow analysis in order to improve traffic flow, reduce congestion, and increase
safety. Rep. Monks remarked, the second part of this legislation would eliminate
the requirement for mounting a front license plate if the vehicle lacks a front license
plate mounting bracket.
Committee members discussed safety concerns regarding if front license plates
were absent and how it might impact law enforcement investigations.

MOTION: Rep. Crane (12) made a motion to send S 1180 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.
Jonathan Wheatley, representing the Idaho Association of Cities, spoke in
opposition to S 1180. He stated, the Association has concerns over the unintended
consequences of narrowing down the definition regarding who will be authorized to
use license plate readers. By excluding private business owners, who use camera
systems that record license plates to monitor their lots or garages, they will lose
a critical tool used to protect property.
Sheriff Andy Creech, representing the Idaho Sheriff's Association, spoke in
opposition to S 1180. He stated, the Association fully supports the license
plate reader portion of the legislation, but has concerns regarding the removal
of the front license plates. He stated, the presence of the front license plate
facilitates quicker vehicle matches, potentially leading to faster recovery of missing
persons, especially on rural highways, when law enforcement pass these vehicles.
Additionally, the front license plates have been captured on license plate readers,
on numerous incidents, following crimes such as homicide and aggravated assault
on law enforcement. The Association firmly believes the convenience of not affixing
a front plate to a vehicle, with or without brackets, must never preempt public safety.



Committee members discussed the potential safety issues from not having a front
license plate, as well as if front plates are really needed any longer. There was
discussion regarding how the law could be enforced on individuals with vehicles
that might have had front brackets but were removed or not being used. The
committee also discussed the concern cities may have if they were no longer
authorized to use license plate readers for parking enforcement.

ROLL CALL
VOTE ON
MOTION:

Rep. Mickelsen requested a roll call vote on the motion to send S 1180 to the floor
with a DO PASS recommendation. Motion failed by a tie vote of 8 AYE and 8
NAY. Voting in favor of the motion: Chairman Palmer, Reps. Mitchell, Holtzclaw,
Monks, Shepherd, Crane (12), Hill, and Harris. Voting in opposition to the
motion: Reps. Handy, Petzke, Boyle, Clow, Mickelsen, Pohanka, Gannon,
and Green.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 12:47pm.
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Representative Palmer Tracey McDonnell
Chair Secretary
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