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Chairman Lakey called the meeting of the Judiciary and Rules Committee
(Committee) to order at 4:10 p.m.

RELATING TO CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAWS - This legislation will increase
transparency, simplify reporting, and improve enforcement to better align
with increased spending and modern practices in political campaigns.
Senator Anthon reported that Idaho's campaign finance laws, known as the
Sunshine laws, had been originally enacted in 1974 through a citizen initiative to
enhance transparency regarding money spent on political campaigns and lobbying.
This legislation had updated and reorganized the campaign finance laws to
increase transparency, simplify reporting, and improve enforcement to better align
with increased spending and modern practices in political campaigns.

Senator Anthon stated that the legislation had reorganized the campaign finance
laws by moving the provisions from Idaho Code Title 67, Chapter 66, State
Government and State Affairs, to Title 74, Chapter 3, Transparent and Ethical
Government. This new chapter had separated the reporting requirements and
responsibilities into five parts and had also separated the reporting requirements for
campaign finance from those for lobbying.

Additionally, the legislation had made several changes designed to increase the
frequency of reporting, adjust the campaign finance limitations, and improve
enforcement by creating an improved fine structure.

Senator Anthon explained that this legislation had established one full-time
equivalent (FTE) position for an Investigator within the Secretary of State's office.
The position had an hourly wage of $32 ($66,560 annually), with total personnel
costs, including health insurance and variable benefits, amounting to $94,295.53.
Additionally, there had been a one-time capital outlay cost of $5,000. This expense
had been covered by revenue generated by the Secretary of State's office.

Senator Ricks moved to send RS 32772 to print. Senator Lent seconded the
motion.
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Vice Chairman Shippy referred to the new section, part four. He and Phil
McGrane, Secretary of State, discussed the codification of the Sunshine laws. Mr.
McGrane noted all of the details were in the handout, which highlighted all of the
substantive changes (Attachment 1).

Senator Wintrow had expressed concern about printing a lengthy Routing Slip
(RS) late in the session. Senator Wintrow had inquired about which elements had
been removed and the meaning of the word "triggers." Mr. McGrane had explained
that in previous editions, there had been a trigger allowing for increased limits if
there were sufficient independent expenditure ads against a candidate. He had
stated that a couple of elements, including triggers, had been removed.

The motion to send RS 32772 to print carried by voice vote.

RELATING TO THE SALE AND USE OF IVERMECTIN - This legislation will
remove prescription requirements thereby enhancing health care freedom,
reducing burdens on providers and ensuring Idahoans can access it without
unnecessary restrictions. Senator Nichols had explained that this bill allowed
Ivermectin suitable for human use to be sold over-the-counter in Idaho without a
prescription or consultation with a health care professional. Ivermectin had a long
history of safe use, and removing prescription requirements had enhanced health
care freedom, reduced burdens on providers, and ensured Idahoans could access
it without unnecessary restrictions.

Senator Wintrow had inquired why this proposed legislation had been introduced
so late in the session. Senator Nichols had explained that there was another
version of this legislation on the House side. Senator Wintrow had asked about
the status of the bill from the House. Senator Nichols had explained that they were
observing what other states were doing.

Senator Keyser moved to send RS 32786C1 to print. Senator Foreman seconded
the motion.

Senator Wintrow stated she was unsure if she could support this bill since it came
so late in the session.

The motion to send RS 32786C1 to print carried by voice vote. Senator Wintrow
requested she be recorded as voting nay.

RELATING TO THE IDAHO MEDICAL FREEDOM ACT - This legislation
renames and modifies the Coronavirus Stop Act. Senator Foreman stated that
the prior bill, 8 1023, had been vetoed by the Governor. He noted that he had
subsequently met with the Governor and had some lengthy discussions with his
staff to incorporate all of the changes that the Governor wanted. He explained
that this legislation related to the ldaho Medical Freedom Act; it had amended

the heading for Idaho Code, Chapter 5, Title 73; amended Idaho Code § 73-501;
amended ldaho Code § 73-502; and amended Idaho Code § 73-503 to revise
provisions regarding prohibited medical mandates. This legislation had renamed
and modified the Coronavirus Stop Act. Senator Foreman had outlined the
changes, namely, separating out day care facilities, private sector day care facilities
from the definition of business entities. He explained that those day care facilities
had protection with respect to vaccines and could opt out under Idaho Code §
39-1118. He stated that the definition of medical intervention had been changed
by adding the word "medical" in front of the words "procedure" and "action."
These changes were not substantive but provided clarification. When it came to
schools operating in this State, they "shall not mandate a medical intervention;"
some references had been added to Idaho Code, specifically the Idaho Parental
Rights Act, which was in Idaho Code §§ 32-1010 through 32-1215, and then
applicable sections of code had been added that dealt with the vaccine policy in the
schools for reassurance and clarification. The word "employers" had been stricken
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and changed to "business entity," again for clarification, distinguishing between
employees and people who may be patrons of a business.

Senator Ricks moved to send RS 32800 to print. Chairman Lakey seconded
the motion.

Senator Wintrow stated because bill S 1023 was vetoed by the Governor, she did
not support this bill because she voted against the original bill and was not sure the
changes addressed the issues.

The motion to send RS 32800 to print carried by voice vote. Senator Wintrow
requested she be recorded as voting nay.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lakey adjourned the
meeting at 4:35 p.m.

Senator Lakey
Chair

Sharon Pennington
Secretary

Linda Kambeitz
Asst. Secretary
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