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Chairman Andrus called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

MOTION: Rep. Achilles made a motion to approve the minutes of March 26, 2025. Motion
carried by voice vote.
Chairman Andrus introduced upcoming hemp legislation, H 456 and H 478 for
discussion.
Braden Jensen from the Idaho Farm Bureau addressed the committee regarding
H 456. He noted Idaho law establishes a THC limit of 0.3% for hemp. If THC
levels exceed this threshold, mitigation measures are permitted to salvage the crop;
however, the licensee will be deemed to have committed a negligent violation.
Mr. Jensen said while federal law similarly sets a THC limit of 0.3%, it does not
categorize levels up to 1% as a negligent violation. He emphasized this difference
is significant, as three negligent violations lead to a five-year license suspension.
Chanel Tewalt, Director of the Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA),
responded to questions from the committee regarding hemp production. Director
Tewalt discussed challenges associated with transferring hemp and indicated
rule-making for on-farm production is planned for the upcoming summer. When
asked about the difference between a THC level of 0.3% and 1%, she explained
the distinction is primarily related to lower segments of the hemp plant, where THC
levels tend to decrease as one works down the stalk. Director Tewalt confirmed the
testing typically occurs at the top of the plant, acknowledging this is a consideration
under the farm bill and relates to how violations are issued.
Braden Jensen spoke to the committee about H 478, saying this aims to implement
oversight and inspection of hemp-derived products sold in Idaho. Products within
the state must contain 0% THC. The bill requires retail stores selling hemp products
to obtain an annual license from the Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) at
a cost of $600. This measure ensures that retailers adhere to the same regulatory
standards as growers and handlers, thereby reinforcing Idaho's strong drug policy.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 2:29 p.m.
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