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Chairman Pickett called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

S 1198: Rep. Boyle presented S 1198, legislation regarding Higher Education Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion (DEI).
Sen. Toews explained S 1198 prohibits DEI-based discrimination in admission
and hiring, DEI offices and officer positions, diversity training, and bias reporting
systems. Students cannot be required or compelled to enroll in a course designed
and implemented with DEI principles unless their chosen course of study is based
on these concepts.
Samuel Lair, Idaho Freedom Foundation, Grace Howat, Idaho Family Policy
Center, and Kristina Hardy, testified in support of S 1198.
Sangam Stanczak, Ashley Townend, Kathy Dawes, Dr. Mary Mosley, American
Association of University Women of Idaho, Juli Draney, Bonnie Pfaff, and Eric
Gironda, testified in opposition to S 1198.
Sen. Toews spoke about encouraging inclusion, not making it a requirement.
He mentioned amendments to legislation and recommends it be sent to General
Orders.
Committee members inquired about attorney and Attorney General oversight,
critical theory, vague definitions, special benefits, and education resolutions. They
discussed inclusion, legal action, division, and exclusion.

MOTION: Rep. Hawkins made a motion to send S 1198 to General Orders.
SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Rep. Sauter made a substitute motion to HOLD S 1198 in committee.

ROLL CALL
VOTE ON
SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Roll call vote was requested. Substitute motion failed by a vote of 4 AYE and 10
NAY. Voting in favor of the motion: Reps. Nelsen, Sauter, Mathias, and Church.
Voting in opposition to the motion: Reps. Pickett, Hawkins, Clow, Mendive,
Ehardt, Wisniewski, Garner, Harris, Marmon, and Tanner(13).

ROLL CALL
VOTE ON
ORIGINAL
MOTION:

Roll call vote was requested. Motion carried by a vote of 10 AYE and 4 NAY.
Voting in favor of the motion: Reps. Pickett, Hawkins, Clow, Mendive, Ehardt,
Wisniewski, Garner, Harris, Marmon, and Tanner(13). Voting in opposition
to the motion: Reps. Nelsen, Sauter, Mathias, and Church. Rep. Boyle will
sponsor the bill on the floor.



ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 10:25 am.

___________________________ ___________________________
Representative Pickett Amy Bengtzen
Chair Secretary

HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Wednesday, April 02, 2025—Minutes—Page 2


