
AGENDA
SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

9:10 A.M.
Room C310

Tuesday, February 18, 2025
For members of the public to observe the meeting, please click on the following link:

https://www.idahoptv.org/shows/idahoinsession/jfac/

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
RS 32436 SWCAP & Office of Administrative Hearings Lori Woolf, DFM

Administrator

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy to the committee secretary.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Grow Sen Carlson Linsy Heiner

Vice Chairman Woodward Sen Zuiderveld Room: C305
Sen Cook Sen Galloway Phone: 334-4735
Sen Bjerke Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sfin@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Hart Sen Wintrow

https://www.idahoptv.org/shows/idahoinsession/jfac/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/rs


MINUTES
SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

DATE: Tuesday, February 18, 2025
TIME: 9:10 A.M.
PLACE: Room C310
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Grow, Vice Chairman Woodward, Senators Cook, Bjerke, Hart,
Carlson, Zuiderveld, Galloway, Ward-Engelking, Wintrow

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

CONVENED: Chairman Grow called the meeting of the Senate Finance Committee to order
at 9:23 a.m. with a quorum present.

RS 32436 SWCAP & OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (OAH)
DFM
PRESENTATION

Lori Wolff, Department of Financial Management (DFM), presented to the
Committee.
Ms. Wolff presented RS 32436 before the Committee. She stated that the
Office of Administrative Hearing (OAH) was established in FY 2023 and was
appropriated General Funds for operations. Year over year, there have been
more agencies who OAH has provided appeals for. As part of original intent
language for OAH, DFM would start estimating costs for various agencies in
FY 2026 to start offsetting General Fund appropriations. She emphasized
this bill ensures DFM has the statutory authority to move OAH to the SWCAP
model. She stated that OAH recently began hearings for the Office of Health
and Welfare, and this legislation would give OAH authority to direct bill for
cases for that department. She stated that this bill would move OAH to be fully
using the SWCAP model by FY 2028.

DISCUSSION: In response to a question from Senator Woodward, Ms. Wolff stated that this
would only impact agencies that utilize OAH services.

UNANIMOUS
CONSENT:

Requested by Senator Woodward, granted by unanimous consent, RS 32436
was sent to be printed.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business before the Committee, Chairman Grow
adjourned the meeting at 9:27 a.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Grow Linsy Heiner
Chair Secretary



AGENDA
SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

7:30 A.M.
Room C310

Thursday, February 27, 2025
For members of the public to observe the meeting, please click on the following link:

https://www.idahoptv.org/shows/idahoinsession/jfac/

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
S 1116 STATE BUDGET - Amends, repeals, and

adds to existing law to provide for the office of
administrative hearings and to provide for the
billing of state agencies for certain services.

Justin Collins, DFM
Deputy Administrator/
State Financial Officer
Jared Tatro , Deputy
Division Manager,
LSO Budget & Policy
Division

RS 32564 Commissioner Compensation Keith Bybee, Division
Manager, Budget &
Policy Analysis, LSO

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy to the committee secretary.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Grow Sen Carlson Linsy Heiner

Vice Chairman Woodward Sen Zuiderveld Room: C305
Sen Cook Sen Galloway Phone: 334-4735
Sen Bjerke Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sfin@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Hart Sen Wintrow

https://www.idahoptv.org/shows/idahoinsession/jfac/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2025/legislation/S1116
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/rs


MINUTES
SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

DATE: Thursday, February 27, 2025
TIME: 7:30 A.M.
PLACE: Room C310
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Grow, Vice Chairman Woodward, Senators Cook, Bjerke, Hart, Carlson,
Zuiderveld, Galloway, Ward-Engelking, Wintrow

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Grow Linsy Heiner
Chair Secretary



AGENDA
SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

7:30 A.M.
Room C310

Thursday, March 06, 2025
For members of the public to observe the meeting, please click on the following link:

https://www.idahoptv.org/shows/idahoinsession/jfac/

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
S 1148 APPROPRIATIONS - PUBLIC UTILITIES

COMMISSION - STATE TAX COMMISSION -
INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION - Amends existing
law to increase the salaries of commissioners
of the Public Utilities Commission, State Tax
Commission, and Industrial Commission.

Keith Bybee, Division
Manager, Budget &
Policy Analysis, LSO

H 169 EDUCATION - Amends existing law to revise
provisions regarding the budget of the Idaho
Bureau of Educational Services for the Deaf and
the Blind.

Rep. Miller

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy to the committee secretary.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Grow Sen Carlson Linsy Heiner

Vice Chairman Woodward Sen Zuiderveld Room: C305
Sen Cook Sen Galloway Phone: 334-4735
Sen Bjerke Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sfin@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Hart Sen Wintrow

https://www.idahoptv.org/shows/idahoinsession/jfac/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2025/legislation/S1148
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2025/legislation/H0169


MINUTES
SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

DATE: Thursday, March 06, 2025
TIME: 7:30 A.M.
PLACE: Room C310
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Grow, Vice Chairman Woodward, Senators Cook, Bjerke, Hart,

Markley (Carlson), Zuiderveld, Ward-Engelking, Wintrow
ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

Senator Galloway

CONVENED: Chairman Grow called the meeting of the Senate Finance Committee to
order at 7:30 a.m. with a quorum present.

LSO PRESENTATION: S 1148 APPROPRIATIONS - PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION - STATE
TAX COMMISSION - INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION
Keith Bybee, Division Manager, Budget & Policy Analysis, Legislative
Services Office (LSO), presented S 1148 to the Committee. S 1148
statutorily increases Commissioner salaries for three state agencies
including: the salary of each of the three Public Utilities Commissioners, the
salary of each of the four State Tax Commissioners, and the salary of each
of the three Industrial Commissioners. He explained that Commissioner
salary is set in Idaho code and requires a statutory change. Historically,
there is a germane bill that would increase Commissioner salary similar
to CEC. S 1148 does have a fiscal impact, and would require a trailer
appropriation from JFAC if it passes the senate body and then house. The
total fiscal impact would be $39,600 total appropriation. Of the total, $13,100
is from the General Fund and $26,500 is from dedicated funds.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Grow stated that Commissioner salaries are not included in
CEC (change in employee compensation) adjustments. Mr. Bybee stated
JFAC has the ability to fund or not fund germane bills, including this bill. In
response to a question from Senator Zuiderveld, Mr. Bybee stated that
historically a similar bill has come forward every year, except in the years
where there has not been a CEC adjustment.

MOTION: Senator Wintrow moved to send S 1148 to the Senate with a do pass
recommendation.

CARRIED: The motion was carried with a voice vote, all in favor with none opposed.
Chairman Grow stated S 1148 will move forward with a Do Pass
recommendation.

REPRESENTATIVE
PRESENTATION:

H 169 BUREAU OF EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR THE DEAF AND
BLIND
Representative Miller presented H 169 to the Committee, a bill to amend
existing law to revise provisions regarding the budget of the Idaho Bureau of
Educational Services for the Deaf and the Blind. He stated this bill would
make the budgeting process consistent with other budgets by eliminating
the extra step currently required to first go the State Board of Education
prior to the legislature.



DISCUSSION: In response to questions from the Committee, Jared Tatro, Deputy Division
Manager, LSO stated H 169 had passed the House Appropriations
Committee and the House floor.

MOTION: Senator Woodward moved to send H 169 to the senate floor with a do
pass recommendation.

CARRIED: The motion was carried with a voice vote, all in favor with none opposed.
Chairman Grow stated H 169 will move forward with a Do Pass
recommendation.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business before the Committee, Chairman Grow
adjourned the meeting at 7:43 a.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Grow Linsy Heiner
Chair Secretary

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
Thursday, March 06, 2025—Minutes—Page 2



AGENDA
SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

9:30 A.M.
Room C310

Wednesday, March 26, 2025

Upon JFAC and House Appropriations adjournment
For members of the public to observe the meeting, please click on the following link:

https://www.idahoptv.org/shows/idahoinsession/jfac/

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
H 413 STATE BUDGET - Adds to existing law to

provide for the Idaho personnel reduction
act and to provide for the reporting of state
employee travel expenses.

Rep. Horman

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy to the committee secretary.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Grow Sen Carlson Linsy Heiner

Vice Chairman Woodward Sen Zuiderveld Room: C305
Sen Cook Sen Galloway Phone: 334-4735
Sen Bjerke Sen Patterson (Ward-Engelking) Email: sfin@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Hart Sen Wintrow

https://www.idahoptv.org/shows/idahoinsession/jfac/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2025/legislation/H0413


MINUTES
SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

DATE: Wednesday, March 26, 2025
TIME: 9:30 A.M.
PLACE: Room C310
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Grow, Vice Chairman Woodward, Senators Cook, Bjerke, Hart,
Carlson, Zuiderveld, Galloway, Ward-Engelking, Wintrow

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

CONVENED: Chairman Grow called the meeting of the Finance Committee (Committee)
to order at 9:27 a.m.

REPRESENTATIVE
PRESENTATION:

H 413 STATE BUDGET Representative Wendy Horman

Representative Horman provided a summary of H 413. She stated there has
been significant policy discussion surrounding state employee vacancies and
the bill would provide for state agencies to track vacancies, and if positions
are chronically unfilled, state agencies would be required to report unfilled
positions.

DISCUSSION: Senator Hart stated that legislators are state employees and asked whether
H 413 would apply to the legislative branch. In response, Representative
Horman stated that she did not believe it would apply. Chairman Grow
stated that the Speaker and Pro-Tem have the statutory ability to determine
per diem rates. Senator Cook stated he was concerned about whether CEC
(Change in Employee Compensation) would be sufficient and if it could have
a negative impact on agencies. Representative Horman stated that the bill
seeks greater accountability by having agencies identify personnel needs
and requesting funds for actual spending. She stated that it would provide a
cleaner look at the budget, provide greater transparency, and lead to more
accountability in budgeting. Senator Ward-Engelking stated that she sits on
the CEC Committee and sees that there is a lack of adequate compensation
for many state employees and many agencies are having difficulties recruiting
and retaining employees.

MOTION: Moved by Senator Carlson to send H 413 to the Senate floor with a do pass
recommendation, seconded by Senator Bjerke.

SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Moved by Senator Woodward to hold H 413 in Committee, seconded by
Senator Cook.

DISCUSSION: Senator Woodward spoke in favor of the substitute motion, stating he had
concerns with H 413. He stated it was unclear how portions of FTP (full
time position) counts would be addressed. He also stated that H 413 does
not allow for a smooth transition process that would involve state agencies
in making an implementation plan.

CARRIED
(SUBSTITUTE
MOTION)

AYES: 6
Senators Woodward, Cook, Hart, Galloway, Ward-Engelking, and
Wintrow
NAYS: 4
Senators Grow, Bjerke, Carlson, and Zuiderveld
The majority having voted in favor of the substitute motion, the substitute
motion carried and Chairman Grow stated the original motion dies.



ADJOURNED: There being no further business before the Committee, Chairman Grow
adjourned the meeting at 9:42 a.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Grow Linsy Heiner
Chair Secretary

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
Wednesday, March 26, 2025—Minutes—Page 2
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