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SENATE JOURNAL

OF THE

IDAHO LEGISLATURE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION
SIXTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE

SIXTIETH LEGISLATIVE DAY
THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2026

Senate Chamber
President Bedke called the Senate to order at 10:30 a.m.

Roll call showed all members present except Senators
Galloway, Lent, Nichols, and Woodward, absent and excused.

Prayer was offered by Chaplain Doug Armstrong.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Haeden Carter, Page.

The Senate advanced to the Third Order of Business.
Reading and Correction of the Journal

The JUDICIARY AND RULES Committee reports that the
Senate Journal of the proceedings of March 11, 2026, was read
and approved as corrected.

LAKEY, Chairman

There being no objection, the report was adopted and ordered
filed in the office of the Secretary of the Senate.

The Senate advanced to the Fourth Order of Business.

Reading of Communications
March 11, 2026
Dear President Pro Tempore,

I have the honor to inform you that pursuant to Title 67-412,
I have designated Megan Woller of Boise, Idaho, 83704, as a
qualified substitute for Legislative District 16, Ada County, State
of Idaho.

This appointment is effective Friday, March 13, 2026, and
will continue through Tuesday, March 17, 2026.

Sincerely,
/s/ Senator Alison Rabe

The President announced that the Oath of Office would be
administered to the designated Acting Senator upon their arrival
on Friday, March 13, 2026.

The correspondence was ordered filed in the office of the
Secretary of the Senate.

On request by Senator Den Hartog, granted by unanimous
consent, the Senate advanced to the Sixth Order of Business.

Reports of Standing Committees

Senator Lent was recorded present at this order of business.
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March 12, 2026

The JUDICIARY AND RULES Committee reports that
SJM 115, SR 120, and S 1386 have been correctly printed.

LAKEY, Chairman

SJM 115 and SR 120 were referred to the Tenth Order
of Business, Motions and Resolutions, and ordered held at the
Secretary's desk for one legislative day.

S 1386 was referred to the Finance Committee.
March 11, 2026

The FINANCE Committee reports out H 848, S 1380,
S 1381, S 1382, S 1383, S 1384, and S 1385 with the
recommendation that they do pass.

GROW, Chairman

H 848, S 1380, S 1381, S 1382, S 1383, S 1384, and
S 1385 were filed for second reading.

March 11, 2026

The JUDICIARY AND RULES Committee reports
out H 521, H 615, H 684, H 695, and S 1369 with the
recommendation that they do pass.

LAKEY, Chairman

H 521, H 615, H 684, H 695, and S 1369 were filed for
second reading.

March 11, 2026

The RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT Committee
reports out H 566, H 568, H 678, H 774, and HJM 13 with the
recommendation that they do pass.

BURTENSHAW, Chairman

H 566, H 568, H 678, and H 774 were filed for second
reading.

HJM 13 was referred to the Tenth Order of Business,
Motions and Resolutions, and ordered held at the Secretary's
desk for one legislative day.

March 11, 2026

The EDUCATION Committee reports out H 762 and
S 1358 with the recommendation that they do pass.

LENT, Chairman
H 762 and S 1358 were filed for second reading.

Senator Galloway was recorded present at this order of
business.

March 11, 2026

The LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION
Committee reports out H 661, H 715, H 733, and H 749 with
the recommendation that they do pass.

RICKS, Chairman

H 661, H 715, H 733, and H 749 were filed for second
reading.
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March 11, 2026

The LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION
Committee reports out S 1354 with the recommendation that it
be referred to the Fourteenth Order of Business for amendment.

RICKS, Chairman

There being no objection, S 1354 was referred to the
Fourteenth Order of Business, General Calendar.

March 12, 2026

The AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS Committee reports out
H 662 with the recommendation that it do pass.

NICHOLS, Chairman
H 662 was filed for second reading.

On request by Senator Den Hartog, granted by unanimous
consent, the Senate advanced to the Eighth Order of Business.

Messages from the Governor

March 11, 2026

The Honorable Scott Bedke
President of the Senate
Idaho State Senate

Dear Mr. President:

I have the honor to advise you that I have signed on March 11,
2026 and am transmitting to the Secretary of State the following
Senate Bills, to wit:

S 1244, S 1248, S 1249, and S 1265

Sincerely,
/s/ Brad Little
Governor of Idaho

The correspondence was ordered filed in the office of the
Secretary of the Senate.

The Senate advanced to the Ninth Order of Business.

Messages from the House

March 11, 2026
Dear Mr. President:
I transmit herewith H 822, which has passed the House.
MCGINNIS, Chief Clerk
H 822 was filed for first reading.
March 11, 2026
Dear Mr. President:

I transmit herewith Enrolled H 558, H 500, H 577, H 636,
and H 539 for the signature of the President.

MCGINNIS, Chief Clerk

The President signed Enrolled H 558, H 500, H 577, H 636,
and H 539 and ordered them returned to the House.

March 12, 2026]

March 11, 2026
Dear Mr. President:

I return herewith Enrolled S 1332, which has been signed by
the Speaker.

MCGINNIS, Chief Clerk

Enrolled S 1332 was referred to the Judiciary and Rules
Committee for transmittal to the Office of the Governor.

On request by Senator Den Hartog, granted by unanimous
consent, the Senate advanced to the Eleventh Order of Business.

Introduction, First Reading, and Reference of Bills,
House Petitions, Resolutions, and Memorials

H 822, by Ways and Means Committee, was introduced, read
the first time at length, and referred to the Judiciary and Rules
Committee.

The Senate advanced to the Twelfth Order of Business.
Second Reading of Bills

Senator Woodward was recorded present at this order of
business.

H 623, by Education Committee, was read the second time
at length and filed for third reading.

H 751, by Ways and Means Committee, was read the second
time at length and filed for third reading.

S 1347, by State Affairs Committee, was read the second
time at length and filed for third reading.

H 686, by Judiciary, Rules and Administration Committee,
was read the second time at length and filed for third reading.

H 727, by State Affairs Committee, was read the second time
at length and filed for third reading.

The Senate advanced to the Thirteenth Order of Business.
Third Reading of Bills

On request by Senator Den Hartog, granted by unanimous
consent, S 1362, having been held, retained its place on the Third
Reading Calendar for one legislative day.

S 1351, having been held, was read the third time at
length, section by section, and placed before the Senate for final
consideration. Acting Senator Coho arose as sponsor of the bill
and opened the debate. The question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—-Adams, Anthon, Bernt, Bjerke (Bjerke), Blaylock,
Burtenshaw, Coho (Lenney), Cook, Den Hartog, Foreman,
Galloway, Grow, Guthrie, Harris, Hart, Keyser, Kohl, Lakey,
Lent, Okuniewicz, Rabe, Ricks, Ruchti, Rundhaug (Carlson),
Semmelroth, Shippy, Taylor, Toews, VanOrden, Ward-Engelking,
Wintrow, Woodward, Zito, Zuiderveld. Total - 34.

NAYS—None.
Absent and excused—Nichols. Total - 1.
Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared S 1351 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered transmitted to the House.
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[March 12, 2026

S 1364 was read the third time at length, section by section,
and placed before the Senate for final consideration. Senator
Guthrie arose as sponsor of the bill and opened the debate. The
question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—-Adams, Anthon, Bernt, Bjerke (Bjerke), Blaylock,
Burtenshaw, Coho (Lenney), Cook, Den Hartog, Foreman,
Galloway, Grow, Guthrie, Harris, Hart, Keyser, Kohl, Lakey,
Lent, Nichols, Okuniewicz, Rabe, Ricks, Ruchti, Rundhaug
(Carlson), Semmelroth, Shippy, Taylor, Toews, VanOrden,
Ward-Engelking, Wintrow, Woodward, Zito, Zuiderveld.
Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared S 1364 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered transmitted to the House.

S 1370 was read the third time at length, section by section,
and placed before the Senate for final consideration. Senator
Lakey arose as sponsor of the bill and opened the debate. The
question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—-Adams, Anthon, Bernt, Bjerke (Bjerke), Blaylock,
Burtenshaw, Coho (Lenney), Cook, Den Hartog, Foreman,
Galloway, Grow, Guthrie, Harris, Hart, Keyser, Kohl, Lakey,
Lent, Nichols, Okuniewicz, Ricks, Rundhaug (Carlson), Toews,
VanOrden, Woodward, Zito, Zuiderveld. Total - 28.

NAYS—Rabe, Semmelroth, Shippy, Taylor, Ward-Engelking,
Wintrow. Total - 6.

Absent and excused—Ruchti. Total - 1.
Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared S 1370 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered transmitted to the House.

S 1375 was read the third time at length, section by section,
and placed before the Senate for final consideration. Senator
Cook arose as sponsor of the bill and opened the debate. The
question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Pursuant to Senate Rule 39(H), Senator Wintrow disclosed a
possible conflict of interest under applicable law.

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—Anthon, Bjerke (Bjerke), Cook, Den Hartog,
Foreman, Galloway, Grow, Ricks, Rundhaug (Carlson),
Woodward. Total - 10.

NAYS—Adams, Bernt, Blaylock, Burtenshaw, Coho
(Lenney), Guthrie, Harris, Hart, Keyser, Kohl, Lakey, Lent,
Nichols, Okuniewicz, Rabe, Ruchti, Semmelroth, Shippy, Taylor,
Toews, VanOrden, Ward-Engelking, Wintrow, Zito, Zuiderveld.
Total - 25.

Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared that S 1375 had failed
to pass the Senate and ordered the bill filed in the office of the
Secretary of the Senate.

On request by Senator Den Hartog, granted by unanimous
consent, the Senate returned to the Fifth Order of Business.

Petitions, Resolutions, and Memorials

On request by Senator Den Hartog, granted by unanimous
consent, the Senate advanced to the Sixth Order of Business.
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Reports of Standing Committees

On motion by Senator Den Hartog, seconded by
Senator Wintrow, by voice vote the Senate recessed at 11:41
a.m. until the hour of 4:30 p.m. of this day.

RECESS
AFTERNOON SESSION

The Senate reconvened at 4:30 p.m., pursuant to recess,
President Bedke presiding.

Roll call showed all members present except Senator Kohl,
absent and excused.

Prior to recess the Senate was at the Sixth Order of Business,
Reports of Standing Committees.

March 12, 2026

The JUDICIARY AND RULES Committee reports that
Enrolled S 1332 was delivered to the Office of the Governor at
11:51 a.m., March 12, 2026.

LAKEY, Chairman

The report was ordered filed in the office of the Secretary of
the Senate.

March 12, 2026

The FINANCE Committee reports out S 1386 and
H 847 with the recommendation that they do pass.

GROW, Chairman
S 1386 and H 847 were filed for second reading.

March 12, 2026

The TRANSPORTATION Committee reports out H 664,
H 716, H 742, and S 1379 with the recommendation that they
do pass.

OKUNIEWICZ, Chairman

H 664, H 716, H 742, and S 1379 were filed for second
reading.

March 12, 2026

The TRANSPORTATION Committee reports out H 629 and
H 825 with the recommendation that they be referred to the
Fourteenth Order of Business for amendment.

OKUNIEWICZ, Chairman

There being no objection, H 629 and H 825 were referred to
the Fourteenth Order of Business, General Calendar.

March 12, 2026

The LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION
Committee reports out H 658 and H 734 with the
recommendation that they do pass.

RICKS, Chairman
H 658 and H 734 were filed for second reading.
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March 12, 2026

The LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION
Committee reports out H 670 with the recommendation that it
be referred to the Fourteenth Order of Business for amendment.

RICKS, Chairman

There being no objection, H 670 was referred to the
Fourteenth Order of Business, General Calendar.

On request by Senator Den Hartog, granted by unanimous
consent, the Senate advanced to the Ninth Order of Business.

Messages from the House
March 12, 2026
Dear Mr. President:

I return herewith S 1227, as amended in the House, which
has passed the House.

MCGINNIS, Chief Clerk

On request by Senator Cook, granted by unanimous consent,
S 1227, as amended in the House, was referred to the Tenth Order
of Business, Motions and Resolutions, for consideration as to
possible concurrence in the House amendments.

March 12, 2026

Dear Mr. President:

I return herewith S 1261, S 1232, as amended, S 1226,
S 1239, S 1240, S 1291, S 1273, S 1274, S 1275, S 1276,
S 1363, SCR 116, SCR 117, and SCR 118, which have passed
the House.

MCGINNIS, Chief Clerk

S 1261, S 1232, as amended, S 1226, S 1239, S 1240, S 1291,
S 1273, S 1274, S 1275, S 1276, S 1363, SCR 116, SCR 117, and
SCR 118 were referred to the Judiciary and Rules Committee for
enrolling.

March 12, 2026
Dear Mr. President:

I transmit herewith Enrolled H 511, H 639, H 628, and
H 620 for the signature of the President.

MCGINNIS, Chief Clerk

The President signed Enrolled H 511, H 639, H 628, and
H 620 and ordered them returned to the House.

March 12, 2026

Dear Mr. President:

I return herewith Enrolled S 1314, which has been signed by
the Speaker.

MCGINNIS, Chief Clerk

Enrolled S 1314 was referred to the Judiciary and Rules
Committee for transmittal to the Office of the Governor.

The Senate advanced to the Tenth Order of Business.
Motions and Resolutions

The President announced that the House amendments to
S 1227, as amended in the House, were before the Senate for
consideration as to possible concurrence, the question being,

March 12, 2026]

"Shall the Senate concur in the House amendments to S 1227,
as amended in the House?"

On request by Senator Cook, granted by unanimous consent,
the Senate concurred by voice vote in the House amendments to
S 1227, as amended in the House.

S 1227, as amended in the House, was referred to the
Judiciary and Rules Committee for engrossing.

On request by Senator Den Hartog, granted by unanimous
consent, the Senate advanced to the Thirteenth Order of Business.

Third Reading of Bills

S 1303 was read the third time at length, section by section,
and placed before the Senate for final consideration. Senator
Woodward arose as sponsor of the bill and opened the debate.
The question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—-Adams, Anthon, Bernt, Bjerke (Bjerke), Blaylock,
Burtenshaw, Cook, Den Hartog, Foreman, Galloway, Grow,
Guthrie, Harris, Lakey, Lent, Okuniewicz, Rabe, Ricks, Ruchti,
Rundhaug (Carlson), Semmelroth, Taylor, Toews, VanOrden,
Ward-Engelking, Wintrow, Woodward. Total - 27.

NAYS—Coho (Lenney), Hart, Keyser, Kohl, Nichols, Shippy,
Zito, Zuiderveld. Total - 8.

Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared S 1303 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered transmitted to the House.

S 1337 was read the third time at length, section by section,
and placed before the Senate for final consideration. President
Pro Tempore Anthon arose as sponsor of the bill and opened the
debate. The question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—Adams, Anthon, Bernt, Bjerke (Bjerke), Blaylock,
Burtenshaw, Coho (Lenney), Cook, Den Hartog, Foreman,
Grow, Guthrie, Harris, Hart, Keyser, Kohl, Lakey, Lent,
Nichols, Okuniewicz, Rabe, Ricks, Ruchti, Rundhaug (Carlson),
Semmelroth, Shippy, Taylor, Toews, VanOrden, Ward-Engelking,
Wintrow, Woodward, Zito, Zuiderveld. Total - 34.

NAYS—None.
Absent and excused—Galloway. Total - 1.
Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared S 1337 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered transmitted to the House.

S 1339 was read the third time at length, section by section,
and placed before the Senate for final consideration. Senator Lent
arose as sponsor of the bill and opened the debate. The question
being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES-Adams, Anthon, Bernt, Bjerke (Bjerke), Blaylock,
Burtenshaw, Coho (Lenney), Cook, Den Hartog, Foreman,
Grow, Guthrie, Harris, Hart, Keyser, Kohl, Lakey, Lent,
Nichols, Okuniewicz, Rabe, Ricks, Ruchti, Rundhaug (Carlson),
Semmelroth, Shippy, Taylor, Toews, VanOrden, Ward-Engelking,
Wintrow, Woodward, Zito, Zuiderveld. Total - 34.

NAYS—None.
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Absent and excused—Galloway. Total - 1.
Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared S 1339 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered transmitted to the House.

H 576, having been held, was read the third time at length,
section by section, and placed before the Senate for final
consideration. Senator Keyser arose as sponsor of the bill and
opened the debate. The question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—-Adams, Anthon, Bernt, Blaylock, Burtenshaw,
Coho (Lenney), Cook, Den Hartog, Guthrie, Harris, Keyser,
Lakey, Lent, Nichols, Okuniewicz, Rabe, Ricks, Ruchti,
Rundhaug (Carlson), Semmelroth, Shippy, Taylor, VanOrden,
Ward-Engelking, Wintrow, Woodward. Total - 26.

NAYS-Bjerke (Bjerke), Foreman, Grow, Hart, Kohl, Zito,
Zuiderveld. Total - 7.

Absent and excused—Galloway, Toews. Total - 2.
Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared H 576 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered returned to the House.

On request by Senator Den Hartog, granted by unanimous
consent, H 635, having been held, retained its place on the Third
Reading Calendar for one legislative day.

H 731 was read the third time at length, section by section,
and placed before the Senate for final consideration. Senator
Nichols arose as sponsor of the bill and opened the debate. The
question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—-Adams, Anthon, Bernt, Bjerke (Bjerke), Blaylock,
Burtenshaw, Coho (Lenney), Cook, Den Hartog, Foreman,
Galloway, Grow, Guthrie, Harris, Hart, Keyser, Kohl, Lakey,
Lent, Nichols, Okuniewicz, Ricks, Rundhaug (Carlson),
Semmelroth, Shippy, Toews, VanOrden, Woodward, Zito,
Zuiderveld. Total - 30.

NAYS—-Rabe, Ruchti, Taylor, Ward-Engelking, Wintrow.
Total - 5.

Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared H 731 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered returned to the House.

H 591 was read the third time at length, section by section,
and placed before the Senate for final consideration. Senator
Harris arose as sponsor of the bill and opened the debate. The
question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—Anthon, Bernt, Bjerke (Bjerke), Burtenshaw, Cook,
Den Hartog, Foreman, Galloway, Grow, Guthrie, Harris, Hart,
Keyser, Kohl, Lakey, Lent, Nichols, Okuniewicz, Rabe, Ricks,
Ruchti, Rundhaug (Carlson), Semmelroth, Shippy, Taylor,
Toews, VanOrden, Ward-Engelking, Wintrow, Woodward, Zito,
Zuiderveld. Total - 32.

NAYS—Adams, Blaylock, Coho (Lenney). Total - 3.
Total - 35.
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Whereupon the President declared H 591 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered returned to the House.

On request by Senator Den Hartog, granted by unanimous
consent, H 532 retained its place on the Third Reading Calendar
for one legislative day.

H 663 was read the third time at length, section by section,
and placed before the Senate for final consideration. Senator
Nichols arose as sponsor of the bill and opened the debate. The
question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—-Adams, Anthon, Bernt, Bjerke (Bjerke), Blaylock,
Burtenshaw, Coho (Lenney), Cook, Den Hartog, Foreman,
Galloway, Grow, Guthrie, Harris, Hart, Keyser, Kohl, Lakey,
Lent, Nichols, Okuniewicz, Rabe, Ricks, Ruchti, Rundhaug
(Carlson), Semmelroth, Shippy, Taylor, Toews, VanOrden,
Ward-Engelking, Wintrow, Woodward, Zito, Zuiderveld.
Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared H 663 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered returned to the House.

H 543 was read the third time at length, section by section,
and placed before the Senate for final consideration. Senator
Bernt arose as sponsor of the bill and opened the debate. The
question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—-Adams, Anthon, Bernt, Bjerke (Bjerke), Blaylock,
Burtenshaw, Coho (Lenney), Cook, Den Hartog, Foreman,
Galloway, Grow, Guthrie, Harris, Hart, Keyser, Kohl, Lakey,
Lent, Nichols, Okuniewicz, Rabe, Ricks, Ruchti, Rundhaug
(Carlson), Semmelroth, Shippy, Taylor, Toews, VanOrden,
Ward-Engelking, Wintrow, Woodward, Zito, Zuiderveld.
Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared H 543 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered returned to the House.

H 563 was read the third time at length, section by section,
and placed before the Senate for final consideration. Senator
Nichols arose as sponsor of the bill and opened the debate. The
question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—-Adams, Anthon, Bernt, Bjerke (Bjerke), Blaylock,
Burtenshaw, Coho (Lenney), Cook, Den Hartog, Foreman,
Galloway, Grow, Guthrie, Harris, Hart, Keyser, Kohl, Lakey,
Lent, Nichols, Okuniewicz, Rabe, Ricks, Ruchti, Rundhaug
(Carlson), Semmelroth, Shippy, Taylor, Toews, VanOrden,
Ward-Engelking, Wintrow, Woodward, Zito, Zuiderveld.
Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared H 563 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered returned to the House.

H 652 was read the third time at length, section by section,
and placed before the Senate for final consideration. Senator
Bernt arose as sponsor of the bill and opened the debate. The
question being, "Shall the bill pass?"

Roll call resulted as follows:

AYES—Adams, Anthon, Bernt, Bjerke (Bjerke), Blaylock,
Burtenshaw, Coho (Lenney), Cook, Den Hartog, Foreman,
Galloway, Grow, Guthrie, Harris, Hart, Keyser, Kohl, Lakey,
Lent, Nichols, Okuniewicz, Rabe, Ricks, Ruchti, Rundhaug
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(Carlson), Semmelroth, Shippy, Taylor, Toews, VanOrden,
Ward-Engelking, Woodward, Zito, Zuiderveld. Total - 34.

NAYS—None.
Absent and excused—Wintrow. Total - 1.
Total - 35.

Whereupon the President declared H 652 passed, title was
approved, and the bill ordered returned to the House.

On request by Senator Den Hartog, granted by unanimous
consent, all Senate bills were placed at the head of the Third
Reading Calendar, followed by House bills.

On request by Senator Den Hartog, granted by unanimous
consent, the Senate advanced to the Fifteenth Order of Business.

Miscellaneous Business

On motion by Senator Den Hartog, seconded by
Senator Wintrow, by voice vote, the Senate adjourned at
5:34 p.m. until the hour of 10:30 a.m., Friday, March 13, 2026.

SCOTT BEDKE, President
Attest: JENNIFER NOVAK, Secretary
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