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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS32908 / H0541

The legislation aims to provide law enforcement increased latitude needed to protect Idaho youth on the internet.
Predators use the internet to entice minors to perform unwholesome behaviors. The current law only specifies
penalties for perpetrators who prey on children under the age of 16. This legislation extends the definition of
“child” to include minors that are 16 or 17 years of age.

However, this legislation builds in protection against “Romeo-Juliet” scenarios where the initiator is less than
5 years older than the victim. This is consistent with other Idaho Code. 18-1508A makes it a felony "for any
person at least (5) years of age older than a minor child who is sixteen (16) or seventeen (17) years of age" to
sexually batter such minor child. Similarly, statutory rape applies for 16- and 17-year-old victims only where
"the perpetrator is three (3) years or more older than the victim." Idaho Code 18-6101(2).

The majority of victims for this kind of crime are 13 to 17 years of age. This legislation allows law enforcement
to protect more victims in that age range. This legislation not only expands the age range for victims, in so
doing it provides greater protection against exploiting youth (Idaho Code 18-1507).

FISCAL NOTE
This legislation causes no increase or decrease in revenue, or additional expenditure of funds at the state or
local level of government; therefore, this legislation has no fiscal impact.

Contact:
Representative Steve C. Tanner
(208) 332-1000
Senator Tammy Nichols
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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