
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS33044 / H0545

This legislation will allow military chaplains to work as licensed counselors in the state of Idaho. Chaplains
are required by the U.S. Department of War to obtain a Master of Divinity degree with a 72-credit minimum.
This equates to 20% more credits than the typical master's in counseling. This degree covers religious and
counseling education. In addition to this degree, chaplains attend a 12-13 week (depending on the branch of
military) Chaplains Officer Leadership Course where their counseling education continues. A certified military
Chaplain's initial certification's required hours exceed that of a potential counselor seeking to work in this field
as a civilian.

FISCAL NOTE
This legislation causes no increase or decrease in revenue, or additional expenditure of funds at the state or
local level of government; therefore, this legislation has no fiscal impact.

Contact:
Representative Barbara Ehardt
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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