STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
RS32971 / H0549

The purpose of this bill is to bring consistency to state code governing petitions for dissolution of special taxing
districts. Currently, the code on hospital districts is ambiguous, requiring signatures of electors "or owners
of property" and "electors and taxpayers" within the district. This ambiguity would be resolved by defining
qualified signatures only as "electors" and removing "property owners" and "taxpayers." This revision will
make this code consistent with other statues regarding similar dissolution petitions that require only signatures
of electors.

The current language puts an undue burden on county clerks, as they would be required to verify petition
signers as both electors and property owners. Conversely, clerks would be required to verify if signatures of
non-electors qualified as property owners. These are time-consuming and unnecessary extra steps. The current
language also is an impediment to petition sponsor who would face the awkward challenge of vetting signers as
electors or property owners. Left unchanged would be the required 10% threshold required to place a dissolution
on the ballot.

This amendment will create consistency across Idaho law, reduce administrative burden, and give citizens
greater clarity when pursuing lawful petition.

FISCAL NOTE

This legislation causes no increase or decrease in revenue, or additional expenditure of funds at the state or
local level of government; therefore, this legislation has no fiscal impact.

Contact:

Representative Faye Thompson
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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