REVISED

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
RS32909C2 / H0556

Idaho law mandates the State Board of Corrections to reimburse counties for housing state-committed inmates
and parole violators in county jails prior to their transfer to a state correctional facility. The current daily
reimbursement rate ($55 for the first seven days, $75 thereafter) falls significantly short of the average daily
cost incurred by counties, which is $106.37 (excluding state-paid medical expenses). It costs counties over
$49.5 million a year to house 1,275 state inmates a day. By contrast, the state reimburses counties only $34.1
million a year to house those inmates. This disparity forces county property taxpayers to subsidize the state by
over $15.4 million annually based on the 1,275 state inmates housed in county jails as of December 2025.

Furthermore, the Idaho Legislature is required to review these housing costs every three years, but the last
review was conducted four years ago.

This legislation proposes increasing the daily reimbursement rate paid to counties to $80 to help offset the
current financial burden on counties.

FISCAL NOTE

Increasing the daily reimbursement rate will create an additional annual obligation to the state general fund of
$3.1M.

Contact:
Representative Bruce D. Skaug
(208) 332-1000
Senator Daniel D. Foreman
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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