
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS33067 / H0614

The purpose of this legislation is to provide a mechanism to institute involuntary commitment proceedings,
pursuant to Idaho Code §§66-326, 66-329, and 66-406, for defendants who, by way of mental illness or
developmental disability, are determined to be incompetent and unable to be restored to competence in order
to stand trial, when the appropriate conditions have been met. This change will allow county prosecutors to
pursue civil commitment of defendants who meet the other existing criteria, consistent with the requirements
of Idaho Code §18-212(4).

Additionally, it will change the definition of mental illness to include neurocognitive disorders, allowing
for involuntary commitments of those suffering from neurocognitive disorders, when they meet the other
requirements under the statute. This would be in addition to the crisis holds described in Idaho Code
§§56-2104 and 56-2105. This recognizes that resources for finding permanent placements for people suffering
from neurocognitive disorders vary greatly throughout the state and provides for a viable alternative to keep
the patient and the community safe while more permanent placement options are explored, particularly in
rural communities with smaller hospitals or fewer medical professionals.

FISCAL NOTE
This proposed legislation will potentially lead to additional commitments to state custody, which may impact
the Department of Health andWelfare expenditures. Should this legislation lead to an increase in the number of
patients committed to the department of Health andWelfare, the department should submit these budget impacts
in future budget requests is the passage of this legislation generates enough commitment-related expenditures
to exceed current appropriations.

Contact:
Representative Brandon Mitchell
(208) 332-1000
Travis Hartshorn
(208) 799-3073

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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