STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
RS33344 / H0676

This legislation updates the Reasonably Anticipated Future Needs (RAFN) statutes to include municipal
geothermal systems as an allowable municipal purpose. The legislation codifies geothermal system best
practices focused on non-consumptive use and reinjection to preserve the water while maximizing access to
the heat resource. This will allow municipal geothermal systems to have better flexibility in obtaining and
holding water rights needed to serve their community’s heating needs.

FISCAL NOTE

There is no anticipated fiscal note for this legislation as the Reasonably Anticipated Future Needs (RAFN)
statutes and corresponding processes are already enacted and in use by other municipal water systems. Instead,
this bill allows one additional municipal purpose to access RAFN planning and the costs to prepare said
application for use will be borne by the municipal government seeking a RAFN authorization.

Contact:

Representative James Petzke
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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