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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS33300 / H0691

This legislation updates the definition of “neglect” as it pertains to a child. We are choosing to adopt language
that more closely resembles the Federal definition of Neglect. The Federal definition requires harm to have
occurred. Idaho’s current definition is incredibly vague. Parents and guardians have found themselves being
accused of neglect for things as simple as not feeding their child on time or failing to have earlier bedtimes. It
is the intent of this legislature to use the word “neglect” when there has been actual neglectful action or inaction
by the parent or guardian.

FISCAL NOTE
This legislation causes no increase or decrease in revenue, or additional expenditure of funds at the state or
local level of government; therefore, this legislation has no fiscal impact.

Contact:
Representative Barbara Ehardt
(208) 332-1000
Representative Heather Scott
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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