
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS33422 / H0724

This legislation establishes a Foster Child Safety provision in Idaho law to articulate safety-related rights for
children placed in foster care under the supervision of the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare.

The bill affirms that children in foster care have rights to a safe and healthy placement environment, protection
from abuse, timely medical assessments following abuse disclosures, access to basic necessities, court
consideration of safety when determining visitation, and reasonable consideration of safety during placement
transitions. The legislation also requires the Department to provide written notice of these rights to foster
children and to post such notice in licensed foster homes.

The bill clarifies that implementation occurs within existing juvenile court and departmental processes, creates
no new private cause of action, and does not expand state authority beyond existing law. The legislation is
intended to promote consistent recognition of safety protections for children in foster care while maintaining
existing court and departmental authority.

FISCAL NOTE
This legislation is not expected to have a significant fiscal impact on the state General Fund. Implementation
occurs within existing Department of Health andWelfare and juvenile court processes and does not require new
enforcement mechanisms or appropriations.

Minor administrative costs related to development, printing, and distribution of notice materials are expected
to be minimal and absorbed within existing departmental resources.

Contact:
Representative Josh Wheeler
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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