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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS33328 / H0730

This legislation would require the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare to enter into a data matching
agreement with the Idaho State Lottery Commission to identify households with lottery winnings of $3,000
or more, refer certain cases for investigation, and disenroll ineligible households. It would also require the
Department to conduct regular data crosschecks with records relating to vital health statistics, out-of-state
electronic benefit transfer (EBT) transactions, incarceration status, and federal sources of earned income,
supplemental security income information, beneficiary records, earnings information, and pension information.
Additionally, the legislation would restrict Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) eligibility
for illegal aliens in accordance with federal law and require the Department to submit information relating
to cases where they are unable to verify citizenship status to the federal government. Lastly, the legislation
would prohibit the state from using asset and income limits in excess of the federal standard.

FISCAL NOTE
The Department of Health and Welfare estimates H 730 will require $351,000 in one-time costs to the state
General Fund to develop new system interfaces to begin implementing the provisions of the legislation.
Additional state resources that may be needed will be included in next year's budget requests.

Provisions in this bill are anticipated to ultimately reduce taxpayer spending from federal and state funds over
time. Program integrity measures will mitigate increases to the SNAP error rate that could increase state costs
if the state’s error rate exceeds 6%, requiring additional state funding of SNAP administration costs. Removing
ineligible individuals—due to eligibility rules or asset limits—is anticipated to reduce caseload and associated
expenses overtime but exact cost savings cannot be projected at this time.

Other states, such as Indiana, have reported anticipated SNAP administrative cost savings after adopting the
federal asset standard. Using similar assumptions, it is projected that Idaho could save about $112,500 per year
from this change alone, with savings likely to increase over time. These figures are conservative, based on
outdated administrative cost data and impacted enrollee estimates.

Contact:
Representative John Vander Woude
(208) 332-1000
Senator Julie VanOrden
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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