
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS33365 / H0807

This legislation directs the Department of Health and Welfare to seek a federal waiver to reinstitute the family
personal care services (FPCS) program. This program would permit trained, legally responsible family
members to be compensated for the provision of services to a disabled family member requiring a high level
of care when another caregiver is not available. The FPCS program was in effect in Idaho from April 15,
2020 until July 15, 2025, when it was terminated due to department concern about over-utilization and lack of
usage limits, with the representation made by the Department of Health and Welfare at the time of program
termination that the intent was to reinstitute the program with limits and controls. This bill would limit FPCS
to 1000 total participants for 25 hours per week. All eligible participants would have to be eligible for personal
care services (PCS) to be provided by a non-legally-responsible provider.

FISCAL NOTE
The 1000 potential FPCS participants are already eligible for $38,626,736 of PCS per year ($27,038,715 federal,
$11,588,021 general fund). This legislation would have the following fiscal impact: For one-time personnel and
system costs for design, build, and deployment: $150,497 in federal funds, $266,949 from General Fund; For
ongoing annual operating and personnel costs: $542,803 in federal funds, $290,490 from General Fund; At full
utilization, for ongoing annual cost of services: $21,353,961 in federal funds, $10,418,039 from General Fund.
To the extent utilized, these expenditures would be deducted from the $38,626,736 of PCS services for which
these recipients are already eligible. Thus, Idaho currently reimburses PCS at $24.44/hour, substantially below
the rate of neighboring states (eg. Montana reimburses at $45.40/hour, Washington at $42.92/hr, Wyoming at
$34.04/hr, Oregon at $39.40/hr). If this legislation is not passed and beneficiaries resort to successful litigation
in light of their inability to secure PCS services under Idaho’s current reimbursement rate, Idaho could be
ordered to compensate at a rate sufficient to ensure PCS needs are met. At a $36/hr PCS rate, the cost to
the state would be an additional $78,347,047 total funds ($25,689,997 general funds, and $52,657,050 federal
funds). Accordingly, the fiscal impact of this legislation is far below the fiscal impact the state would experience
in the absence of this legislation if successful litigation ensues.

Contact:
Representative Ilana Rubel
Representative Marco Adam Erickson
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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