STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
RS33795C1 / H0938

During the 2025 legislative session, the Idaho Legislature enacted legislation directing the Idaho Department of
Health and Welfare to seek a waiver from the United States Department of Agriculture to prohibit the purchase
of soda and candy using Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits.

As the Department began implementing the program, which took effect February 15, 2026, it became clear that
the existing statutory definitions of “candy” and “soda” were difficult for retailers and consumers to interpret
and could lead to inconsistent application.

This legislation revises and clarifies the definitions of “candy” and “soda” in Idaho Code to provide greater
consistency, reduce varied interpretations, and make it easier to determine whether new products entering the
marketplace fall within or outside the SNAP restriction categories.

FISCAL NOTE

This legislation will have no impact on the state General Fund or other state funds. The only administrative cost
associated with this legislation is the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare’s staff time required to submit
an amendment to the state’s previously approved SNAP waiver to incorporate the revised statutory definitions
of candy and soda.

Contact:
Representative Jordan Redman
Senator Ben Toews
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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