
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS33678 / HCR034

This resolution asserts Idaho’s water rights under the Amended Bear River Compact, which was signed by
Idaho, Utah, and Wyoming, and ratified by Congress in 1980. It directs Idaho’s Bear River Commissioners to
strictly interpret and enforce the irrigation reserve water elevation statutes for Bear Lake, and urges Idaho to
invest in the equipment necessary to measure and quantify Bear River water. It also directs the Idaho Water
Resources Board to:

1.) 1.) Prepare two reports relating to current Bear River water development, water supplies, addressing state
water needs, and prioritizing future Bear River water projects;

2.) Prioritize and develop feasibility studies for identified Bear River water projects for new surface storage
sites, off-stream storage, and aquifer recharge, using Idaho’s Bear River Compact water allocation, and without
harming Bear Lake;

3.) Allocate funds from the $30 million transfer to the Water Management Account to support implementation;
and

4.) Confer with legislative leadership prior to entering into any agreement with any power utility or the states
of Utah or Wyoming on the use or management of the Bear River or Bear Lake.

FISCAL NOTE
Any studies or projects will be done using existing resources.

Contact:
Representative Mike Moyle
Senator Mark Harris
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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