STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
RS33191 / S1271

The purpose of this legislation is to address the growing presence of invasive Norway rats and roof rats in Idaho,
which pose risks to public health, agriculture, and infrastructure. Idaho has not historically had established
populations of these rats, and early, coordinated action is necessary to prevent permanent establishment and
increased long-term costs.

This legislation declares these rats to be public nuisances and aligns their treatment across existing Idaho laws
governing invasive species, agricultural pests, and public health pests. It designates the Idaho Department
of Agriculture as the coordinating agency to work with state and local partners using existing authority and
resources, without creating new programs or requiring new funding.

FISCAL NOTE

There will be no fiscal impact to the state general fund at this time. This legislation does not appropriate new
state funds or create a new state program.

Any initial costs related to pest control and abatement efforts will be addressed within existing city and county
budgets, particularly in the Treasure Valley, Idaho area. As additional information becomes available regarding
the extent of the rat population, its spread, and appropriate response strategies, costs and potential funding needs
may be evaluated by the legislature at a later time.

Contact:
Senator Tammy Nichols
(208) 332-1000
Representative Steve Berch
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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