STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
RS33153 / S1286

This legislation establishes Idaho specific consumer protection standards for paid assistance provided to
veterans seeking help preparing claims for federal veterans’ benefits.

The legislation protects veterans from deceptive or predatory practices while preserving their right to choose
how they seek assistance. It sets uniform definitions, disclosure requirements, and conduct standards for
non-accredited individuals or entities offering paid claims preparation services. Upfront fees are prohibited,
compensation must be contingent on a successful outcome, and fees are limited to a reasonable, one-time
amount.

The legislation requires disclosure of free assistance options, written consent from the veteran, and protection of
personal, financial, and health information. It prohibits misleading advertising, guarantees of benefit outcomes,
direct solicitation of veterans, use of overseas call centers, and the use of medical professionals to influence
claims outcomes.

Overall, this legislation promotes transparency and accountability while aligning Idaho consumer protection
standards with emerging federal reforms.

FISCAL NOTE

This legislation has no impact on the General Fund, Dedicated Funds, or Federal Funds. Any administrative or
enforcement actions will be handled within existing resources, with no additional appropriation required.

Contact:
Senator Tammy Nichols
(208) 332-1000
Representative Ted Hill
(208) 332-1000
Senator Kelly Arthur Anthon
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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