
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS33780 / S1419

This legislation strengthens program integrity within Idaho’s child care assistance program by establishing
stronger safeguards to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse and to ensure public funds are used appropriately.

The bill creates clearer documentation and verification requirements for providers participating in the program
and strengthens the authority of the Department of Health and Welfare to investigate suspected fraud, suspend
payments when irregularities are identified, recover improper payments, and impose meaningful penalties for
intentional program violations. It also requires the use of modern fraud detection tools capable of identifying
suspicious billing patterns, attendance irregularities, and other indicators of abuse within the program.

Together, these reforms improve accountability, protect taxpayer dollars, and strengthen oversight of the child
care assistance system while maintaining the existing program that supports Idaho families.

FISCAL NOTE
This legislation does not create a new entitlement or expand eligibility beyond existing appropriations. The
program will continue to be funded through existing federal child care funds and any required state matching
funds.

Contact:
Senator Julie VanOrden
(208) 332-1000
Representative Jordan Redman
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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