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April 2025: The U.S. Department of Education (ED) asked states to explore flexibility options (for
example, waivers and pursuing Ed-Flex state status) to “free [schools] from bureaucratic red tape”

and allow states to better meet local student achievement goals.
May 2025: During Post-Legislative Tour, the Superintendent asked school leaders for their ideas
around federal requirements in funding, accountability, and assessment.
June 2025: The Superintendent updated the State Board of Education on her goals.
August 2025 to November 2025: Idaho Federal Flexibility Workgroup met and produced following

recommendations:
o Spending and reporting flexibility in state administration for Title programs;
o Assessment waivers for 3" grade ELA ISAT and 11 grade ELA and Math ISAT;

o Apply for Ed-Flex state status.
November 2025 through January 2026: Public Comment Period on Recommendations.

February 2026: State Board Final Approval for Superintendent to Move Forward with Requests to

U.S. Department of Education.
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-3¢ Background: Waivers in Assessment

Idaho will need a waiver of the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act to
adjust the statewide assessment framework.

Key Goals of Assessment Changes for Idaho:
o Student-Centered: Increasing the relevance of the assessment to classroom
instruction, interventions, and future student goals.

o Reducing the amount of assessment time for our students.

o Aligning ldaho’s assessment framework with our state goals:
= Early literacy;
= Middle grades math;
=  Supporting graduation pathways and other post-secondary outcomes in our
graduation requirements.
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O Overview: 11th Grade Assessment
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Assessment Waiver for 11" Grade
Replace 11" Grade ISAT with a student-selected assessment, aligned with graduation
pathways and/or post-secondary goals.

This change will align high school assessment with an individual student’s post-graduation
goals.

These assessments would be approved by the State Board for 11th grade could include, but are
not limited to:
o ISAT for 11 grade (as college entrance exam)
SAT
Classical Learning Test (CLT)
Idaho CTE Technical Skills Assessment
Idaho CTE Workforce Readiness Assessment
ASVAB
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