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Chairman Raymond called the committee to order at 1:30 p.m.

MOTION: Rep. Sauter made a motion to approve the minutes of February 26, 2026. Motion
carried by voice vote.

H 771: Rep. Shirts said H 771 regulates retail hemp sales, limits cannabinoids to naturally
derived CBD, requires a $600 license, allows inspections and testing, and sets civil
penalties up to $10,000 while giving the department rulemaking authority. Rep.
Shirts requested H 771 be held at the call of the chair for further consideration.
Braden Jensen, Idaho Farm Bureau Federation (IFBF), Cameron Kalos, Boise
City Police Department (BCPD), Hali Talbot, BCPD, and Pam Eaton, Idaho Retail
Association, spoke in support of H 771, saying the feedback from last year's hemp
program hearing led to this legislation. While growers and processors are licensed
and regulated, retail sales currently lack oversight. The bill would establish retail
licensing and grant inspection authority to ISDA to ensure compliance with Idaho's
0% THC standard.
Chanel Tewalt, Director, Idaho State Department of Agriculture, clarified hemp and
marijuana definitions are found in Title 22 (Hemp Act) and Title 37 (Controlled
Substances Act) and must be read together. She stated the bill does not change
product definitions but clarifies oversight. Hemp production is closely regulated,
but retail products lack routine inspection; the bill would provide regulatory parity
for retail oversight.

MOTION: Rep. McCann made a motion to HOLD H 771 in the committee at the call of the
chair.

SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Rep. Dygert made a substitute motion to HOLD H 771 in the committee at the
call of the chair for time certain.

AMENDED
SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Rep. Mathias made an amended substitute motion to HOLD H 771 in the
committee for time certain, March 10, 2026.

VOTE ON
AMENDED
SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Chairman Raymond called for a vote on the amended substitute motion to HOLD
H 771 in the committee for time certain, March 10, 2026. Motion carried by voice
vote.



H 772: Rep. Shirts explained under H 772, hemp producers are not considered negligent
if the crop is grown for grain or fiber, reasonable efforts are made to follow THC
limits, and total THC does not exceed 1% on a dry weight basis.
Braden Jensen, IFBF, spoke in support of H 772, saying this subsection clarifies
hemp producers growing for grain or fiber do not commit a negligent violation if they
make a reasonable effort to comply with state law and the hemp plan, and the
crop tests at or below 1% THC.

MOTION: Rep. Leavitt made a motion to send H 772 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Shirts will sponsor the bill
on the floor.
Steve Seppi, CEO, Dairy West, reviewed the organization's
15-cent-per-hundredweight checkoff structure, which supports national
efforts through Dairy Management Inc. while maintaining regional investment.
He reported Idaho ranks fourth nationally in milk production, with approximately
350 dairies producing 18.3 billion pounds annually, and noted the strong fiscal
oversight guides fund allocation, including $370,000 in unexpended revenue due to
higher-than-anticipated production growth.
Don Gaalswyk, Chairman, Dairy West, addressed the committee and referenced
communication from Agropur, acknowledging industry efforts to address
plant-based protein competition through sustainability messaging. He characterized
this as a positive outcome for Idaho producers.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 2:52 p.m.
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Representative Raymond Jayne Feik
Chair Secretary
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