
MINUTES
HOUSE LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

DATE: Monday, March 02, 2026
TIME: 1:30 P.M.
PLACE: Room EW05
MEMBERS: Chairman Ehardt, Vice Chairman Cornilles, Representatives Erickson, Skaug,

Weber, Alfieri, Cheatum, Hawkins, Price, Cayler, Rasor, Wheeler, Hostetler,
Marmon, Berch, Church

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

Representative Church

GUESTS: The sign-in sheet will be retained in the committee secretary's office; following the
end of session the sign-in sheet will be filed with the minutes in the Legislative
Library.
Chairman Ehardt called the meeting to order at 1:33 PM.

MOTION: Rep. Rasor made a motion to approve the minutes for the February 2, 2026
meeting, the February 4, 2026 meeting, and the February 18, 2026 meeting.
Motion carried by voice vote.
Chairman Ehardt informed the committee and audience public testimony would
be limited to one hour.

H 747: Rep. Beiswenger presented H 747, which addresses mosquito abatement districts
and concerns brought forward during the H 554 hearing. He stated the legislation
addresses the process for individuals to opt out of having their property abated,
public notification process by mosquito abatement districts, and clarifies low altitude
drones would not be considered aerial abatement. He stated it also provides for
cause of action and penalties for mosquito abatement districts, which will provide
better means of accountability. Rep. Beiswenger yielded his time toWendy Roxas.
Wendy Roxas, representing self, stated H 747 provides uniformity for the mosquito
abatement districts. She stated these districts have varying procedures and
requirements for opting out of abatement, with several instances of certain mosquito
abatement districts not honoring opt out agreements.
Jim Lunders, representing Canyon County Mosquito Abatement District; Daniel
Markowski, representing American Mosquito Control Association; Jared Arnold,
representing Madison County; Jeff Hough, representing Bannock County; Lana
Roberts, representing self; testified in opposition to H 747. They discussed
the financial impact the legislation could have on counties in which mosquito
abatement districts reside, and the cost for publishing in local newspapers the
possible chemicals a district could use rather than just the chemicals they expect to
use. They stated concerns the legislation could result in fines being levied against a
county for the operations of a mosquito abatement district. They stated this would
also restrict mosquito abatement districts from effectively combating mosquitoes
until there is a public health emergency.
Sara Allsot, representing self; Lorin Hughes, representing self; Mark Ellison,
representing self; Rhonda Tomlin, representing self; Carol Andrews, representing
self; Susan Patick, representing self; testified in support of H 747. They stated
the legislation would provide more transparency and accountability of mosquito
abatement districts, and would better protect property rights by enforcing abatement
opt outs. They stated concerns surrounding the chemicals used for mosquito
abatement, and how difficult and inconsistent the process is to opt out.



When answering questions, Rep. Beiswenger stated the requirement to publish
the chemicals mosquito abatement districts may use in local newspapers is to
provide better access to the information. He stated its not possible to determine
if a mosquito-born disease originated from a property which has opted out of
abatement by a mosquito abatement district, and individuals who opt out often work
with these districts to self-abate their properties. He stated H 747 allows for more
accountability of mosquito abatement districts and better protect property rights.
When providing closing statements, Rep. Beiswenger stated he recognized the
health concerns from both sides of the issue. He stated H 747 helps provide
a balance between mosquito abatement and property rights, and provides
accountability for mosquito abatement districts.

ORIGINAL
MOTION:

Rep. Hostetler made a motion to send H 747 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Speaking to the motion, he stated the legislation provides better
protection of property rights.
Rep. Cayler spoke in support of the original motion. He stated H 747 protects
property rights while also providing common ground for individuals who want and
do not want mosquito abatement on their property.

SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Rep. Weber made a substitute motion to HOLD H 747 in committee. Speaking to
the motion, he stated mosquito abatement districts are formed by residents, and
residents have the ability to bring issues they have with these districts to their
county commissioners.
Reps. Cheatum and Wheeler spoke in support of the substitute motion. They
stated much of the issues discussed are regarding one particular mosquito
abatement district.
Reps. Hostetler and Alfieri spoke in opposition to the substitute motion. They
stated individuals should be able to opt out of having their property abated.

ROLL CALL
VOTE ON
SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Chairman Ehardt called for a roll call vote on the substitute motion to HOLD H
747 in committee. Substitute motion failed by a vote of 6 AYE, 9 NAY, and
1 Absent/Excused. Voting in favor of the motion: Reps. Erickson, Skaug,
Weber, Cheatum, Wheeler, and Berch. Voting in opposition to the motion:
Reps. Ehardt, Cornilles, Alfieri, Hawkins, Price, Cayler, Rasor, Hostetler, and
Marmon. Rep. Church was absent/excused.

ROLL CALL
VOTE ON
ORIGINAL
MOTION:

Chairman Ehardt called for a roll call vote on the original motion to send H 747 to
the floor with a DO PASS recommendation. Motion carried by a vote of 9 AYE,
6 NAY, and 1 Absent/Excused. Voting in favor of the motion: Reps. Ehardt,
Cornilles, Alfieri, Hawkins, Price, Cayler, Rasor, Hostetler, and Marmon.
Voting in opposition to the motion: Reps. Erickson, Skaug, Weber, Cheatum,
Wheeler, and Berch. Rep. Church was absent/excused. Rep. Beiswenger
will sponsor the bill on the floor.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 2:48 PM.
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Representative Ehardt Elijah Phipps
Chair Secretary
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