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Chairman Ehardt called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM.

H 797: Rep. Dygert presented H 797, which requires an individual appointed or elected in
a fire protection sub-district to be an elector residing in the fire district for at least
ninety consecutive days before the appointment or election.

MOTION: Rep. Cheatum made a motion to send H 797 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.
Reps. Hawkins and Price stated concerns regarding H 797. Rep. Hawkins stated
the legislation could be in conflict with statute which allows individuals to vote after
residing in Idaho after thirty days. Rep. Price stated she was concerned with how
the legislation restricts who is qualified for an elected position, especially since the
committee has heard several pieces of legislation which address the difficulty of
filling these positions.
Rep. Berch spoke in support of the motion. He stated he understood the
concerns, and the previous legislation required an individual to reside in a
designated area in order to qualify for a position.

VOTE ON
MOTION:

Chairman Ehardt called for a vote on the motion to send H 797 to the floor with
a DO PASS recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Dygert will
sponsor the bill on the floor.

H 765: Rep. Sauter presented H 765, which will allow fire districts and library districts,
after adjusting their boundaries with a bordering fire or library district, to be able
to collect the property taxes from a newly acquired area. In current Idaho statute,
following a border adjustment or annexation, the fire or library district would not be
able to collect 92% of the property taxes of the acquired area.
When answering questions, Rep. Sauter clarified H 765 would apply only to future
boundary changes and annexations by fire and library districts.

MOTION: Rep. Berch made a motion to send H 765 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Speaking to the motion, he stated the legislation provides
flexibility for these special taxing districts to better address growth.
Rep. Cheatum spoke in support of the motion. He stated H 765 helps address an
issue which is seen across the state.
Tyler Lewis, representing the Eagle Fire Protection District, testified in support
of H 765. He stated this will allow fire districts to adjust their boundaries so as to
provide better timely service.



VOTE ON
MOTION:

Chairman Ehardt called for a vote on the motion to send H 765 to the floor with
a DO PASS recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Sauter will
sponsor the bill on the floor.

H 766: Rep. Sauter presented H 766, which would allow fire districts and ambulance
districts to be able to impose impact fees. Currently these districts must request
impact fees and their adjustments from the local governments within their
boundaries.
When answering questions, Rep. Sauter clarified H 766 addressed the authority of
collecting impact fees, and districts currently pay a fee to offset the administrative
cost of local governments collecting impact fees. He stated this would not increase
impact fees or affect the impact fees of other special taxing districts.
Greg Timinsky, representing the Middleton Star Fire District and Idaho Fire Chiefs
Association; and Kirk Carpenter, representing the Idaho Fire Chiefs Association;
testified in support of H 766. They stated the legislation would allow fire and
ambulance districts to more efficiently develop and implement impact fees within
their boundaries. Currently these districts with multiple different local government
entities partially or fully within their boundaries must have intergovernmental
agreements with each entity regarding impact fees for these districts. The current
process can result in significant delays to have the required meetings regarding
impact fee adjustments with these entities, and can result in multiple local
governments within the district collecting outdated impact fees which do not reflect
the areas current needs.

MOTION: Rep. Wheeler made a motion to send H 766 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.
When answering questions, Rep. Sauter clarified in H 766 fire and ambulance
districts would have to abide by current statute for special taxing districts capable
of implementing impact fees. He stated the legislation does not address an
enforcement mechanism.
Chairman Ehardt called Kelley Packer, representing the Association of Idaho
Cities, in order to address the committee's concerns regarding the scope of H 766.
Ms. Packer clarified fire districts and ambulance districts currently have authority to
impose impact fees within their district. When their boundaries encompass multiple
other local governments, they must go through a long approval process to come to
an agreement on the impact fee collected with each one. She stated this legislation
would allow these districts to determine and approve impact fees in one process for
the district rather than one for each local government within their boundaries.
When answering questions, Kelley Packer clarified H 766 would allow a fire or
ambulance district to have one consistent impact fee for the whole district.
When providing a closing statement, Rep. Sauter stated fire districts and
ambulance districts want a more efficient means of implementing and collecting
impact fees within their boundaries.
Rep. Alfieri stated he was undecided on the motion. He stated the current system
allows local government entities within these districts to have a decision regarding
these impact fees, and H 766 would remove these local government entities from
having a full say in the process.
Reps. Wheeler, Price, Cornilles, and Cheatum spoke in support of the motion.
They stated H 766 would allow for better efficiency, and will allow fire districts and
ambulance districts to have a better means of collecting the funds they need.
Reps. Rasor and Hostetler spoke in support of the motion, and stated they had
concerns H 766 may cause unintended consequences.

HOUSE LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
Wednesday, March 04, 2026—Minutes—Page 2



VOTE ON
MOTION:

Chairman Ehardt a called a vote on the motion to send H 766 to the floor with a
DO PASS recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Sauter will
sponsor the bill on the floor.

H 767: Rep. Sauter presented H 767, which allows fire districts to use impact fee funds
to pay for 50% of fire apparatus replacement costs as long as such replacement
is identified in an adopted capital improvement plan. He stated this will allow fire
districts to better address the growth in their boundaries, which have resulted in
increased services and greater wear on fire apparatuses.
Greg Timinsky, representing the Middleton Star Fire District and Idaho Fire Chiefs
Association; and Kirk Carpenter, representing the Idaho Fire Chiefs Association;
testified in support of H 767. They stated areas with preexisting fire stations are
being overwhelmed by the increased service needs due to new growth, and the
cost of new fire apparatuses have increased greatly in the last several years.
Ken Burgess, representing Idaho Home Builders Association, testified in
opposition to H 767. He stated the intent of impact fees were to maintain the same
level of service in response to growth, and not to improve the level of service. Since
it is difficult to attribute the need to replace a fire apparatus due to growth, he stated
allowing fire districts to use impact fees to pay for a percentage of fire apparatus
replacement cost would go against the spirit of the law regarding impact fees. He
clarified fire districts are able to purchase new capital using impact fees, but are not
able to use these funds to replace current equipment.

MOTION: Rep. Weber made a motion to send H 767 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.
When providing closing statements, Rep. Sauter stated H 767 will allow fire
districts to better address growth and the increase need for service. He stated fire
districts do not want to increase impact fees, and this will allow them to use impact
fee funds to pay in part to replace existing fire apparatuses which have increased
wear partly due to the growth within the districts' boundaries.
Reps. Rasor, Price, and Hawkins spoke in opposition to the motion. They
stated they were concern of unintended consequences H 767 could have regarding
the use and justification for increasing impact fees. They stated they want to see
how H 766 may address the concerns by fire districts before implementing further
uses of impact fees.
Rep. Berch and Cheatum spoke in support of the motion. They stated H 767
would allow fire districts more flexibility when using impact fee funds to better
address the services needs as a result of growth.

VOTE ON
MOTION:

Chairman Ehardt called for a roll call on the motion to send H 767 to the floor
with a DO PASS recommendation. Motion carried by a vote of 8 AYE, 6
NAY, and 2 Absent/Excused. Voting in favor of the motion: Reps. Ehardt,
Cornilles, Erickson, Weber, Cheatum, Wheeler, Hostetler, and Berch. Voting
in opposition to the motion: Reps. Alfieri, Hawkins, Price, Cayler, Rasor,
and Marmon. Reps. Skaug and Church were absent/excused. Rep. Sauter
will sponsor the bill on the floor.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 3:22 PM.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Representative Ehardt Elijah Phipps
Chair Secretary
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