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Chairman Raymond called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

Rep. McCann made a motion to approve the minutes of March 2, 2026. Motion
carried by voice vote.

Rep. Shirts said H 771 regulates retail hemp sales, limits cannabinoids to naturally
derived CBD, requires a $600 license, allows inspections and testing, and sets civil
penalties up to $10,000 while giving the department rulemaking authority. Rep.
Shirts requested H 771 be held in committee.

Rep. McCann made a motion to HOLD H 771 in committee. Motion carried by
voice vote.

Rep. Berch explained S 1271aa addresses the growing presence of invasive
Norway rats and roof rats in Idaho, which pose risks to public health, agriculture,
and infrastructure. He noted Idaho has not historically had established populations,
and early, coordinated action could prevent permanent establishment and higher
long-term costs. The bill declares these rats to be public nuisances and designates
the Idaho Department of Agriculture (ISDA) to coordinate response efforts using
existing authority and resources.

Chenal Tewalt, Director, ISDA, spoke regarding eradication of rats, saying it would
need to go through rule making for the department to take action. There will need to
be data obtained.

Ben Miller, Idaho Pest Management Association (IPMA), Kirk Dean, IPMA/Barrier
Pest Control, Casey Johnson, IPMA, Craig Nuthak, President, IPMA, Nutrien
Solutions, spoke in opposition of S 1271aa, saying professional applicators have
licenses and training to manage these risks.

Adam Schroeder, Ada County, WPM, Jimmy Hallyburton, City of Boise, spoke in
support of S 1271aa, noting concerns about a potential increase in rat populations.
They emphasized the need for a coordinated plan involving public education,
possible policy changes, and partnerships with private pest control operators to
address infestations and clarify responsibility for abatement on public land.

Rep. McCann made a motion to send S 1271aa to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.

Rep. Leavitt made a substitute motion to HOLD S 1271aa in committee.
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Rep. McCann requested a roll call vote on S 1271aa. Substitute Motion failed
by a vote of 6 AYE and 9 NAY, 2 Absent /[Excused. Voting in favor of the
motion: Reps. Cannon, Pickett, Beiswenger, Dygert, Leavitt, and Mendive.
Voting in opposition to the motion: Reps. Raymond, Shirts, McCann, Garner,
Nelsen, Sauter, Stone, Healey, and Mathias. Reps. Miller and Haws were
absent/excused.

Chairman Raymond requested a roll call vote on S 1271aa. Motion carried by

a voice vote of 9 AYES and 6 NAYS, 2 Absent /Excused. Voting in favor of

the motion: Reps. Raymond, Shirts, McCann, Garner, Nelsen, Sauter, Stone,
Healey, and Mathias. Voting in opposition to the motion: Reps. Cannon,
Pickett, Beiswenger, Dygert, Leavitt, and Mendive. Reps. Miller and Haws were
absent/excused. Rep. Berch will sponsor the bill on the floor.

Chanel Tewalt, Director, ISDA, highlighted Idaho's aggressive response to the
invasion of the quagga mussel in the Snake River near Twin Falls, including what
has been described as one of the largest open-water treatments of its kind in the
United States. The state applied targeted copper-based treatments throughout
affected river segments, paired with intensive sampling and monitoring. Natural
barriers such as Shoshone Falls have helped contain the area of concern, and early
results show a significant reduction in locations where larvae have been detected.
The Director emphasized the goal remains for full eradication and said continued
prevention, including boat inspections, will be critical to protecting Idaho's water
systems and infrastructure.

Chairman Raymond turned the gavel over to Chairman Shirts.

Rep. Raymond explained H 823 repeals an outdated |ldaho Code provision
allowing county commissioners in certain higher-population counties to designate
a county fair board as an advisory rather than governing body. He stated the bill
removes the arbitrary population trigger, protects counties previously relying on the
statute, and promotes clearer, more consistent governance for county fair boards.
Rep. Dygert explained fair boards consist of individuals with diverse expertise
who manage the many operational details involved in running county fairs. He
expressed concern making fair boards advisory would shift those responsibilities
to county commissioners, requiring them to manage highly specific decisions
typically handled by the boards. He emphasized fair boards allow commissioners to
maintain oversight while delegating day-to-day fair operations to knowledgeable
local representatives.

Braden Jensen, spoke in support of H 823.

Rep. Nelsen made a motion to send H 823 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Raymond will sponsor
the bill on the floor.

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 3:22 p.m.
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