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Chairman Raymond called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

MOTION: Rep. McCann made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 12, 2026
meeting. Motion carried by voice vote.

S 1241aa: Rep. Shirts explained S 1241aa guarantees the right of individuals or businesses
to use animals for legitimate work or service activities and prevents local
governments or agencies from creating rules that ban or excessively restrict these
uses beyond state law. “Working animals” include animals used in areas such as
ranching, farming, transportation, hunting, entertainment, education, and other
traditional services.

Senator Shippy noted S 1241aa is inspired by a constituent’s proposal known

as Leilani’s Law, and is a proactive effort to protect the use of working animals
while addressing concerns raised by cities and counties around safety, health, and
zoning. It affirms properly cared-for working animals are valuable and should be
preserved, without promoting abuse or weakening existing protections.

Nalani Van Tuyl, Parma High School, FFA, Matthew Van Tuyl, Parma High
School, Russ Hendricks, Idaho Farm Bureau, John Del Rio, Calvary Group,
Tommy Elledge, Parma, spoke in support of S 1241aa.

Mandie Stuhan, Executive Director, Horses and Halos, spoke in opposition of S

1241aa.

MOTION: Rep. Dygert made a motion to send S 1241aa to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Shirts will sponsor the bill
on the floor.

Chairman Raymond turned the gavel over to Chairman Shirts.

SJM 110: Rep. Raymond provided an overview of SUJM 110, and explained the legislation
urges the federal government to increase the tier-2 duty on imported sugar to
protect U.S. sugar beet producers. Idaho lawmakers argue subsidized foreign
sugar imports have created a major oversupply, causing prices to drop significantly
and placing financial strain on farmers and rural communities. The resolution asks
Congress and the presidential administration to take action to prevent unfair trade
practices and support American farmers, workers, and the domestic sugar industry.

Samantha Parrott, Executive Director, Snake River Sugarbeet Growers
Association, Melinda Merrill, Amalgamated Sugar, spoke in support of SUM 110.



MOTION: Rep. McCann made a motion to send SJM 110 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Raymond will sponsor
the bill on the floor.

Chairman Shirts turned the gavel back over to Chairman Raymond.

Candi Fitch, Executive Director, Apple, Cherry and Hops Commission, reported
several key industry trends. Idaho’s hop sector had strong 2025 yields despite
declining acreage and softer demand, with labor shortages continuing and exports
remaining vital to the market. The state’s apple industry has declined significantly
over the past decades and faces low prices and rising costs, prompting growers
to diversify and focus more on local markets. Idaho produces approximately
1,400 tons of cherries annually. Although 2025 market conditions created pricing
challenges, the crop was of high quality, and the commission continues to promote
cherries through regional partnerships and in-store marketing.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 2:43 p.m.

Representative Raymond Jayne Feik
Chair Secretary
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