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Chairman Ehardt called the meeting to order at 1:33 PM.

MOTION: Rep. Church made a motion to approve the minutes for the February 24, 2026
meeting. Motion carried by voice vote.

H 660: Rep. Hawkins presented H 660, which will require local law enforcement to
report the number of individuals arrested or incarcerated who do not have legal
immigration status. He stated this will allow the legislature to know how much state
funding go towards incarcerating individuals who are illegal immigrants.
When answering questions, Rep. Hawkins clarified he did not reach out to local
law enforcement when developing H 660.

ORIGINAL
MOTION:

Rep. Hostetler made a motion to send H 660 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.
Michael Angiletta, representing Secure Idaho; Daniel Murphy, representing self;
and Tim O'Donald, representing Secure Idaho; testified in support of H 660.
They stated this will provide the legislature data regarding incarcerations, and
the legislation only applies following a lawful arrest. Local law enforcement are
currently able to receive this information during the booking process of an individual
when investigating the individuals background and checking federal databases.
Tracy Basterrechea, representing the Idaho Chiefs of Police Association, testified
in opposition to H 660. He stated, with the legislation's current language, it would
require law enforcement officers to verify an individual's immigration status upon
arrest, which will take these officers away from performing their duties in the field.
He also stated it was not clear who law enforcement would report the information
to, and there was not a means to ensure multiple law enforcement agencies were
not reporting the same individual, which would affect the accuracy of the report. He
stated different federal databases have different response times, and the average
wait for confirming an individual's immigration status can take over forty-eight hours.
When providing closing statements, Rep. Hawkins stated the biannual report
which H 660 would require local law enforcement to provide focusing on foreign
nationals who have been arrested, and the end point of all arrests are with the
local sheriff's office. He stated the vagueness in the legislation's language was
intentional so as to not dictate the procedure of collecting the information. He
stated Idaho tax payers should know the cost of and detention capacities which
are being used when incarcerating foreign nationals.



SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Rep. Berch made a substitute motion to HOLD H 660 in committee. Speaking to
the substitute motion, he stated the legislation has not been fully researched and
key stakeholders have spoken against the legislation.
Rep. Wheeler spoke in support of the substitute motion. He stated he supports
the intent of H 660, but is concerned with the potential unintended consequences
discussed during the testimony and debate.

VOTE ON
SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Chairman Ehardt called a roll call vote for the substitute motion to HOLD H 660 in
committee. Motion failed by a vote of 7 AYE, 8 NAY, and 1 Absent/Excused.
Voting in favor of the substitute motion: Reps. Cornilles, Larsen, Chadwick,
Cheatum, Wheeler, Berch, and Church. Voting in opposition to the substitute
motion: Reps. Ehardt, Alfieri, Hawkins, Price, Cayler, Rasor, Hostetler, and
Marmon. Rep. Weber was absent/excused.

VOTE ON
ORIGINAL
MOTION:

Chairman Ehardt called a roll call vote on the original motion to send H 660
to the floor with a DO PASS recommendation. Motion carried by a vote of 8
AYE, 7 NAY, and 1 Absent/Excused. Voting in favor of the original motion:
Reps. Ehardt, Alfieri, Hawkins, Price, Cayler, Rasor, Hostetler, and Marmon.
Voting in opposition of the original motion: Reps. Cornilles, Larsen, Chadwick,
Cheatum, Wheeler, Berch, and Church. Rep. Weber was absent/excused.
Rep. Hawkins will sponsor the bill on the floor.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 2:25 PM.
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Representative Ehardt Elijah Phipps
Chair Secretary
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