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Chairman Raymond called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

Rep. McCann made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 16, 2026
meeting. Motion carried by voice vote.

Rep. Shirts stated H 879 updates Idaho’s hemp regulations to align with the
2018 Farm Bill and the state hemp plan. It directs the Idaho State Department

of Agriculture to adopt compliant rules—with added transparency if they exceed
federal standards—clarifies authority over ingestible and inhalable hemp products,
and sets procedures for rulemaking, fees, penalties, and appeals.

Braden Jensen, Idaho Farm Bureau Federation, spoke in support of H 879.

Rep. McCann made a motion to send H 879 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Shirts will sponsor the bill
on the floor.

Laura Wilder, Executive Director of the Idaho Barley Commission, provided an
update on the commission’s activities. The commission is funded through a
four-cent per hundredweight assessment on barley (less than two cents per bushel),
providing a strong return for growers. Idaho has led the nation in barley production
for the past decade, producing 39 percent of the U.S. crop in 2025. The industry
generates approximately $335 million in direct sales, contributes about $160
million to the state’s economy, and supports roughly 2,500 jobs. The commission
continues to focus on research, market development, information, and education.

Amaya Aguirre-Landa, Executive Director of the Idaho Grain Producers
Association, reported expected 2025 revenue declines for wheat and barley due to
lower prices, despite steady or higher yields. Net farm income may rise slightly from
2024 but stay below the five-year average as costs increase. Water and irrigation
remain critical to yields. The update also highlighted federal policy efforts and the
importance of the USMCA for sustaining export markets

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 2:16 p.m.
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