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Chairman Ehardt called the meeting to order at 1:31 PM.

H 892: Rep. Harris presented H 892, which amends the number of nominees a county's
central committee provides to the governor in order to fill a vacant county
commissioner seat. In current Idaho statute, the county's central committee must
provide a list of three nominees to the governor, which can be difficult for counties
with small populations. This legislation would allow counties with a population of
50,000 or less to only provide one nominee, two nominees if a county's population
is between 50,000 and 100,000, and three nominees if a county's population is
over 100,000.
When answering questions, Rep. Harris clarified having the minimum population
be 50,000 was the recommendation when drafting H 892, and was supported
during the introduction hearing. He stated thirty-five counties have a population
under 50,000.

MOTION: Rep. Hawkins made a motion to send H 892 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.
Jennifer Riebe, representing Payette County, testified in opposition to H 892.
She stated her experience going through the nomination process for a vacant
county commissioner seat. She stated if a central committee only has to choose
one nominee, the committee is effectively deciding who will fill the vacancy.
When providing closing statements, Rep. Harris stated H 892 supports local
control. He stated a central committee is close to their people and will know who is
the best person to serve in a vacant county commissioner seat.
Reps. Cheatum, Church, Weber, and Berch spoke in opposition to the motion.
They stated they agreed with the intent of H 892. However, they stated allowing
counties with 50,000 or less to provide one nominee for a vacancy was too high
a population. They stated allowing a county's central committee to provide only
one nominee also could create opportunities for nepotism, as well as remove the
governor's ability to choose a different candidate if he disagreed with the central
committee's nominee.
Reps. Hawkins, Price, and Cayler spoke in support of the motion. They stated
H 892 provides more flexibility and local control for counties which have difficulty
finding enough nominees who are interested and qualified.



Chairman Ehardt stated she was undecided towards the motion, and she reserves
the right to change her mind on the floor due to concerns with the 50,000 population
minimum in H 892.

ROLL CALL
VOTE:

Chairman Ehardt called for a roll call vote on the motion to send H 892 to the floor
with a DO PASS recommendation. Motion carried by a vote of 8 AYE, 6 NAY
and 2 Absent/Excused. Voting in favor of the motion: Reps. Ehardt, Alfieri,
Hawkins, Price, Cayler, Rasor, Hostetler, and Marmon. Voting in opposition to
the motion: Reps. Cornilles, Weber, Cheatum, Wheeler, Berch, and Church.
Reps. Erickson and Skaug were absent/excused. Rep. Harris will sponsor
the bill on the floor.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 1:56 PM.
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Representative Ehardt Elijah Phipps
Chair Secretary
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