
TITLE 33
EDUCATION

CHAPTER 16
COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

33-1601. INSTRUCTION IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Instruction in all subjects
in the public schools, except that required for the teaching of foreign lan-
guages, shall be conducted in the English language. Provided, however, that
for students where the language spoken in their home is not English, instruc-
tion may be given in a language other than English as necessary to allow for
the transition of the students to the English language.

[33-1601, added 1963, ch. 13, sec. 176, p. 27; am. 1980, ch. 140, sec.
1, p. 306.]

33-1602. UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION -- NATIONAL FLAG AND COLORS -- NA-
TIONAL ANTHEM -- "AMERICA" -- CITIZENSHIP -- CIVICS TEST. (1) Instruction in
the Constitution of the United States shall be given in all elementary and
secondary schools. The state board of education shall adopt such materi-
als as may be deemed necessary for said purpose and shall also determine the
grades in which such instruction shall be given.

(2) Instruction in the proper use, display and history of and respect
for the American flag and the national colors shall be given in all elemen-
tary and secondary schools. Such instruction shall include the pledge of al-
legiance to the flag and the words and music of the national anthem and of
"America."

(3) Every school board of trustees shall cause the United States flag to
be displayed in every classroom during the school hours of each school day.

(4) Every public school shall offer the pledge of allegiance or the na-
tional anthem in grades 1 through 12 at the beginning of each school day.

(5) No pupil shall be compelled, against the pupil's objections or
those of the pupil's parent or guardian, to recite the pledge of allegiance
or to sing the national anthem.

(6) Instruction in citizenship shall be given in all elementary and
secondary schools. Citizenship instruction shall include lessons on the
role of a citizen in a constitutional republic, how laws are made, how
officials are elected, and the importance of voting and of participating in
government. Such instruction shall also include the importance of respect-
ing and obeying statutes that are validly and lawfully enacted by the Idaho
legislature and the congress of the United States.

(7) Starting with the 2016-2017 school year, all secondary pupils must
show they have met the state civics and government standards for such in-
struction through the successful completion of the civics test, participa-
tion in a course in United States government and politics and participation
in an associated college credit-bearing examination, or alternate path es-
tablished by the local school district or charter school that shows the stu-
dent has met the standards. Assessment of standards shall be included as
part of the course at the secondary level. A school district or public char-
ter school shall document on the pupil's transcript that the pupil has passed
the civics test pursuant to this subsection. The school district or govern-
ing body of the charter school may determine the method and manner in which
to administer the civics test. A pupil may take the civics test, in whole
or in part, at any time after enrolling in grade 7 and may repeat the test as
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often as necessary to pass the test. The applicability of this subsection
to a pupil who receives special education services shall be governed by such
pupil's individualized education plan. For the purposes of this subsection,
"civics test" means the one hundred (100) questions used by officers of the
United States citizenship and immigration services as a basis for selecting
the questions posed to applicants for naturalization, in order that the ap-
plicants can demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the fundamentals
of United States history and the principles and form of United States govern-
ment, as required by 8 U.S.C. section 1423. The state board of education may
promulgate rules implementing the provisions of this subsection.

(8) Subject to state-appropriated funds, the state department of
education shall make available funding for high quality professional
development focused on advanced high school civics or government courses,
including those with college credit-bearing civics or government examina-
tions. Allowable expenses include summer institutes offered at different
sites throughout the state and workshops to help high school teachers
prepare students for success in college-level courses.

[33-1602, added 1963, ch. 13, sec. 177, p. 27; am. 1991, ch. 287, sec.
1, p. 738; am. 2000, ch. 341, sec. 1, p. 1146; am. 2000, ch. 468, sec. 1,
p. 1450; am. 2014, ch. 97, sec. 22, p. 285; am. 2015, ch. 293, sec. 1, p.
1171; am. 2016, ch. 98, sec. 1, p. 295; am. 2020, ch. 26, sec. 1, p. 59.]

33-1603. SECTARIAN INSTRUCTION FORBIDDEN. No sectarian or denomina-
tional doctrine shall be taught in the public schools, nor shall any books,
tracts, papers or documents of sectarian or denominational character be used
therein.

[33-1603, added 1963, ch. 13, sec. 178, p. 27.]

33-1604. BIBLE READING IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS. Selections from the Bible, to
be chosen from a list prepared from time to time by the state board of educa-
tion, shall be read daily to each occupied classroom in each school district.
Such reading shall be without comment or interpretation. Any question by any
pupil shall be referred for answer to the pupil's parent or guardian.

[33-1604, added 1963, ch. 13, sec. 179, p. 27.]

33-1605. HEALTH AND PHYSICAL FITNESS -- EFFECTS OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO,
STIMULANTS AND NARCOTICS. In all school districts there shall be instruc-
tion in health and physical fitness, including effects of alcohol, stimu-
lants, tobacco and narcotics on the human system. The state board of educa-
tion shall cause to be prepared such study guides, materials and reference
lists as it may deem necessary to make effective the provisions of this sec-
tion.

[33-1605, added 1963, ch. 13, sec. 180, p. 27.]

33-1606. ARBOR DAY. A day during the month of April in each year, desig-
nated as Arbor Day, shall be observed by such exercises as will encourage the
planting, preservation and protection of trees and shrubs.

[33-1606, added 1963, ch. 13, sec. 181, p. 27.]
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33-1607. AMERICANIZATION EDUCATION OF ADULTS. The board of trustees of
any school district is authorized to provide instruction for Americaniza-
tion of adult residents of the state, including classes in reading, writing
and speaking the English language; the principles of the Constitution of the
United States, American history, and such other subjects as deemed desirable
for making, of such adults, better American citizens. The expense of such
instruction shall be a lawful charge against the maintenance and operation
funds of the district.

[33-1607, added 1963, ch. 13, sec. 182, p. 27.]

33-1608. FAMILY LIFE AND SEX EDUCATION -- LEGISLATIVE POLICY. The
legislature of the state of Idaho believes that the primary responsibility
for family life and sex education, including moral responsibility, rests
upon the home and the church and the schools can only complement and sup-
plement those standards which are established in the family. The decision
as to whether or not any program in family life and sex education is to
be introduced in the schools is a matter for determination at the local
district level by the local school board of duly selected representatives
of the people of the community. If such program is adopted, the legislature
believes that:

a. Major emphasis in such a program should be to assist the home in giv-
ing them the knowledge and appreciation of the important place the family
home holds in the social system of our culture, its place in the family and
the responsibility which will be there much later when they establish their
own families.

b. The program should supplement the work in the home and the church
in giving youth the scientific, physiological information for understanding
sex and its relation to the miracle of life, including knowledge of the power
of the sex drive and the necessity of controlling that drive by self-disci-
pline.

c. The program should focus upon helping youth acquire a background of
ideals and standards and attitudes which will be of value to him now and later
when he chooses a mate and establishes his own family.

[33-1608, added 1970, ch. 119, sec. 1, p. 282.]

33-1609. "SEX EDUCATION" DEFINED. Sex education for the purpose of this
act is defined as the study of the anatomy and the physiology of human repro-
duction.

[33-1609, added 1970, ch. 119, sec. 2, p. 282.]

33-1610. INVOLVEMENT OF PARENTS AND COMMUNITY GROUPS. School districts
shall involve parents and school district community groups in the planning,
development, evaluation and revision of any instruction in sex education of-
fered as a part of this new program.

[33-1610, added 1970, ch. 119, sec. 3, p. 282.]

33-1611. EXCUSING CHILDREN FROM INSTRUCTION IN SEX EDUCATION. Any par-
ent or legal guardian who wishes to have his child excused from any planned
instruction in sex education may do so upon filing a written request to the
school district board of trustees and the board of trustees shall make avail-



4

able the appropriate forms for such request. Alternative educational en-
deavors shall be provided for those excused.

[33-1611, added 1970, ch. 119, sec. 4, p. 282.]

33-1612. THOROUGH SYSTEM OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. (1) As used in this sec-
tion:

(a) "Blended or hybrid instruction" means instruction through both
in-person and virtual instruction.
(b) "In-person instruction" means instruction in the physical presence
of an individual employed by an Idaho local education agency.
(c) "Virtual instruction" means synchronous or asynchronous in-
struction primarily through the use of technology pursuant to section
33-5202A(11), Idaho Code.
(2) The constitution of the state of Idaho, section 1, article IX,

charges the legislature with the duty to establish and maintain a general,
uniform, and thorough system of public, free common schools. In fulfillment
of this duty, the people of the state of Idaho have long enjoyed the benefits
of a public school system, supported by the legislature, which has recog-
nized the value of education to the children of this state. In continuing
recognition of the fundamental duty established by the constitution, the
legislature finds it in the public interest to define thoroughness and
thereby establish the basic assumptions that govern provision of a thorough
system of public schools. A thorough system of public schools in Idaho is one
in which:

(a) A safe environment conducive to learning is provided;
(b) Educators are empowered to maintain classroom discipline;
(c) The basic values of honesty, self-discipline, unselfishness, re-
spect for authority, and the central importance of work are emphasized;
(d) The skills necessary to communicate effectively are taught;
(e) A basic curriculum necessary to enable students to enter academic
or career technical postsecondary educational programs is provided;
(f) Students acquire the knowledge and skills necessary for meeting
challenging academic achievement standards and succeeding in the
workforce and in life;
(g) The students are introduced to current technology;
(h) The importance of students acquiring the skills to enable them to be
responsible citizens of their homes, schools, and communities is empha-
sized;
(i) Students have the right to an uninterrupted education that covers
all disciplines, including music, the arts, and physical education if
such courses are offered by the local education agency;
(j) During a period of state or local emergency, if a school district
or public charter school has to change from in-person instruction
at a school facility to virtual instruction or blended or hybrid in-
struction, then, to the greatest extent possible and where safety
requirements can be developed by the school district or public charter
school, an in-person instruction option will be made available to
students; and
(k) Student progress is monitored and measured in all required courses
of instruction.
(3) The state board shall adopt rules, pursuant to the provisions of

chapter 52, title 67, Idaho Code, and section 33-105(3), Idaho Code, to es-
tablish a thorough system of public schools with uniformity as required by

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH52/SECT33-5202A
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title67/T67CH52
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH1/SECT33-105
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the constitution, but shall not otherwise impinge upon the authority of the
board of trustees of the school districts. Authority to govern the school
district, vested in the board of trustees of the school district, not del-
egated to the state board, is reserved to the board of trustees. Fulfill-
ment of the expectations of a thorough system of public schools will continue
to depend upon the vigilance of district patrons, the dedication of school
trustees and educators, the responsiveness of state rules, and meaningful
oversight by the legislature.

[33-1612, added 1994, ch. 25, sec. 1, p. 39; am. 1999, ch. 329, sec.
4, p. 856; am. 2021, ch. 201, sec. 2, p. 551.]

33-1613. SAFE PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES REQUIRED. (1) Definition. As
used in this section, "public school facilities" means the physical plant of
improved or unimproved real property owned or operated by a school district,
a charter school, or a school for children in any grades kindergarten through
twelve (12) that is operated by the state of Idaho, including school build-
ings, administration buildings, playgrounds, athletic fields, etc., used by
schoolchildren or school personnel in the normal course of providing a gen-
eral, uniform and thorough system of public, free common schools, but does
not include areas, buildings or parts of buildings closed from or not used
in the normal course of providing a general, uniform and thorough system of
public, free common schools. The aspects of a safe environment conducive
to learning as provided by section 33-1612, Idaho Code, that pertain to the
physical plant used to provide a general, uniform and thorough system of pub-
lic, free common schools are hereby defined as those necessary to comply with
the safety and health requirements set forth in this section.

(2) Inspection. It is the duty of the board of trustees of every school
district and the governing body for other schools described in subsection
(1) of this section at least once in every school year to require an indepen-
dent inspection of the school district's or other entity's school facilities
to determine whether those school facilities comply with codes addressing
safety and health standards for facilities, including electrical, plumbing,
mechanical, elevator, fire safety, boiler safety, life safety, structural,
snow loading, and sanitary codes, adopted by or pursuant to the Idaho uni-
form school building safety act, chapter 80, title 39, Idaho Code, adopted
by the state fire marshal, adopted by generally applicable local ordinances,
or adopted by rule of the state board of education and applicable to school
facilities. The inspection shall be done pursuant to chapter 80, title 39,
Idaho Code, or by an independent inspector professionally qualified to con-
duct inspections under the applicable code. The results of the inspection
shall be presented to the administrator of the division of building safety
and the board of trustees or other governing body for its review and consid-
eration.

(3) Abatement required -- Reporting. The board of trustees or other
governing body shall require that the unsafe or unhealthy conditions be
abated and shall instruct the school district's or other entity's personnel
to take necessary steps to abate unsafe or unhealthy conditions. The board
of trustees or other governing body must issue a report in the same school
year in which the inspections are made declaring whether any unsafe or
unhealthy conditions identified have not been abated. The state board
of education shall, by rule, provide for uniform reporting of unsafe and
unhealthy conditions and for uniform reporting of abatement or absence of
abatement of unsafe and unhealthy conditions. Copies of such reports shall

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH16/SECT33-1612
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title39/T39CH80
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title39/T39CH80
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be provided to the administrator of the division of building safety and the
board of trustees of the school district.

(4) Costs of and plan of abatement. If the school district or other
entity described in subsection (1) of this section can abate all unsafe or
unhealthy conditions identified with the funds available to the school dis-
trict or other entity, it shall do so, and it need not separately account for
the costs of abatement nor segregate funds expended for abatement. If the
school district or other entity cannot abate all unsafe or unhealthy con-
ditions identified with the funds available to it, the board of trustees or
other governing body shall direct that a plan of abatement be prepared. The
plan of abatement shall provide a timetable that shall begin no later than
the following school year and that shall provide for abatement with all de-
liberate speed of unsafe and unhealthy conditions identified. The abate-
ment plan shall be submitted to the administrator of the division of building
safety. The school district or other entity shall immediately begin to im-
plement its plan of abatement and must separately account for its costs of
abatement of unsafe and unhealthy conditions and separately segregate funds
for the abatement of unsafe and unhealthy conditions as required by subsec-
tion (5) of this section.

(5) Special provisions for implementation of plan of abatement.
(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law concerning expenditure
of lottery moneys distributed to the school district or other entity,
all lottery moneys provided to the school district or other entity
for a school year in which the school district cannot abate unsafe or
unhealthy conditions identified and not legally encumbered to other
uses at the time and all lottery moneys for following school years shall
be segregated and expended exclusively for abatement of unsafe and
unhealthy conditions identified until all of the unhealthy and unsafe
conditions identified are abated, provided, if the school district
has obtained a loan from the [school] safety and health revolving loan
and grant fund, the provisions of section 33-1017, Idaho Code, and the
conditions of the loan shall determine the use of the school district's
lottery moneys during the term of the loan.
(b) If the lottery moneys referred to in paragraph (a) of this subsec-
tion will, in the board of trustees' or other governing bodies' esti-
mation, be insufficient to abate the unsafe and unhealthy conditions
identified, the plan of abatement shall identify additional sources of
funds to complete the abatement of the unsafe and unhealthy conditions.
The board of trustees may choose from among the following sources, or
from other sources of its own identification, but the plan of abatement
must identify sufficient sources of funds for abatement.

(i) If the school district is not levying under chapter 8, ti-
tle 33, Idaho Code, at the maximum levies allowed by law for levies
that may be imposed by a board of trustees without an election, the
board of trustees may increase any of those levies as allowed by
law for the school year following the school year in which it was
unable to abate unsafe or unhealthy conditions identified.
(ii) If the school district is levying under chapter 8, title 33,
Idaho Code, at the maximum levies allowed by law for levies that
may be imposed by the board of trustees without an election; or,
if after increasing those levies to the maximum levies allowed by
law for levies that may be imposed by the board of trustees with-
out an election, there will still be insufficient funds to abate

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH10/SECT33-1017
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH8
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH8
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH8
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unsafe or unhealthy conditions identified, the school district,
after giving notice and conducting a hearing, may declare a fi-
nancial emergency and/or may apply for a loan or, if eligible, an
interest grant from the [school] safety and health revolving loan
and grant fund as provided in section 33-1017, Idaho Code, to ob-
tain funds to abate the unsafe or unhealthy conditions identified.
(iii) Upon the declaration of a financial emergency, the board
of trustees shall have the power to impose a reduction in force,
to freeze some or all salaries in the school district, and/or
to suspend some or all contracts that may be legally suspended
upon the declaration of a financial emergency; provided, that
when a board of trustees declares a financial emergency, or when
a declaration of a financial emergency is imposed by the state
treasurer pursuant to section 33-1017, Idaho Code, and there is
a reduction in force, some or all salaries are frozen, or some
contracts are suspended, the payments to the school district under
the foundation program of chapter 10, title 33, Idaho Code, and in
particular the staff allowances under that chapter, shall not be
reduced during the duration of the financial emergency as a result
of a reduction in force, frozen salaries, or suspended salaries
from what the staff allowance would be without the reduction in
force, frozen salaries or suspended contracts.

(c) All costs of abatement for a program implementing plans of abate-
ment under subsection (5) of this section must be separately accounted
for and documented with regard to abatement of each unsafe or unhealthy
condition identified. Funds obtained under section 33-1017, Idaho
Code, must be used exclusively to abate unsafe or unhealthy conditions
identified. Funds obtained pursuant to section 33-1017, Idaho Code,
in excess of funds necessary to abate unsafe or unhealthy conditions
identified must be returned as provided in section 33-1017, Idaho Code.
Return of these funds shall be judicially enforceable as provided in
section 33-1017, Idaho Code.

[33-1613, added 2000, ch. 219, sec. 1, p. 607; am. 2001, ch. 326, sec.
3, p. 1148; am. 2002, ch. 158, sec. 1, p. 458.]

33-1613A. EXPENDITURES TO ABATE UNSAFE OR UNHEALTHY CONDITIONS. Expen-
ditures to abate unsafe or unhealthy conditions in public school facilities
are ordinary and necessary expenses authorized by the general laws of this
section within the meaning of section 3, article VIII, of the constitution of
the state of Idaho. The general laws of this state authorizing such expen-
ditures include, but are not limited to: the laws relating to expenditures
of proceeds of a school district's sale of real or personal property pursuant
to chapter 6, title 33, Idaho Code; a school district's collection and expen-
diture of levies provided by chapter 9, title 33, Idaho Code; a school dis-
trict's expenditures of state funds provided under the foundation program of
chapter 10, title 33, Idaho Code; a school district's expenditures of bond
proceeds under chapter 11, title 33, Idaho Code; a school district's expen-
ditures for providing safe transportation pursuant to chapter 15, title 33,
Idaho Code; a school district's expenditures of proceeds of loans or grants
procured pursuant to section 33-1613, Idaho Code, including previous amend-
ments of section 33-1613, Idaho Code; and a school district's expenditures
of forest reserve and mining impact funds pursuant to chapter 13, title 57,

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH10/SECT33-1017
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH10/SECT33-1017
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH10
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH10/SECT33-1017
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH10/SECT33-1017
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH10/SECT33-1017
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH10/SECT33-1017
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH6
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH9
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH10
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH11
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH15
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH16/SECT33-1613
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH16/SECT33-1613
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title57/T57CH13
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Idaho Code. The definitions contained in section 33-1613, Idaho Code, apply
to this section.

[33-1613A, added 2003, ch. 270, sec. 2, p. 721.]

33-1617. ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS -- PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS. It is leg-
islative intent that the state board of education and state department of ed-
ucation develop statewide, research-based goals for students in Idaho who
are English language learners. Goals shall specifically address compliance
with applicable state and federal law and court decisions.

The board of trustees of each school district shall formulate a plan
in sufficient detail that measurable objectives can be identified and
addressed which will accomplish English language acquisition and improved
academic performance. Moneys distributed to school districts based upon
the population of limited-English proficiency students and distributed
to school districts to support programs for students with non-English or
limited-English proficiency shall be utilized in support of the district
plan.

The district plan and allocation of funds shall be part of a report made
annually to the state board of education and state department of education.
The state board of education shall provide a summary of these reports to the
legislature. Recommendations for program enhancements needed to reach the
statewide goals are to be brought to the legislature after review and ap-
proval by the state board of education.

[33-1617, added 2004, ch. 349, sec. 1, p. 1042.]

33-1618. ASSESSMENT EXCEPTION. A student who has not been enrolled for
two (2) full school years in an elementary or secondary school in the United
States and who scores less than a level four (4) on the state assessment used
to determine English language proficiency may be excluded from requirements
to participate in Idaho's direct writing assessment and in Idaho's direct
mathematics assessment if the parent or guardian of such student and the stu-
dent's teacher agree that such an exclusion is educationally appropriate for
the student.

[33-1618, added 2006, ch. 357, sec. 1, p. 1090.]

33-1619. VIRTUAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS. School districts may offer in-
struction in the manner described for a virtual school in section 33-5202A,
Idaho Code. For programs meeting such definition, the school district may
count and report the average daily attendance of the program's students in
the manner prescribed in section 33-5208(10), Idaho Code. School districts
may also offer instruction that is a blend of virtual and traditional
instruction. For such blended programs, the school district may count and
report the average daily attendance of the program's students in the manner
prescribed in section 33-5208(10), Idaho Code. Alternatively, the school
district may count and report the average daily attendance of the blended
program's students in the same manner as provided for traditional programs
of instruction, for the days or portions of days in which such students
attend a physical public school. For the balance of days or portions of days,
average daily attendance may be counted in the manner prescribed in section
33-5208(10), Idaho Code.

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH16/SECT33-1613
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH52/SECT33-5202A
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH52/SECT33-5208
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH52/SECT33-5208
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH52/SECT33-5208
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[33-1619, added 2009, ch. 340, sec. 2, p. 984; am. 2012, ch. 188, sec.
10, p. 508; am. 2013, ch. 342, sec. 4, p. 906.]

33-1624. RULES. The state department of education is hereby directed
to promulgate rules to implement the provisions of this act. Such rules may
include a requirement that students successfully complete one (1) or more
standardized assessments approved by the state department of education. The
department shall work with school districts and public charter schools in
developing the rules authorized by this section.

[33-1624, added 2010, ch. 275, sec. 6, p. 715.]

33-1625. YOUTH ATHLETES -- CONCUSSION AND HEAD INJURY GUIDELINES AND
REQUIREMENTS. (1) The state board of education and the Idaho high school ac-
tivities association shall provide access to appropriate guidelines and in-
formation that identify the signs and symptoms of a concussion and head in-
jury and describe the nature and risk of concussion and head injury in ac-
cordance with standards of the centers for disease control and prevention
through a link on the internet website of the board and the Idaho high school
activities association.

(2) This section shall apply to any middle school, junior high school
and high school in the state participating in or administering an organized
athletic league or sport. For the purposes of this section, "youth athlete"
or "athlete" means an individual who is eighteen (18) years of age or younger
and who is a participant in any middle school, junior high school or high
school athletic league or sport.

(3) At the beginning of each sports season before a youth athlete par-
ticipates in any organized practice or game, the youth athlete and the youth
athlete's parent or guardian shall receive the guidelines and information
described in subsection (1) of this section from the school for which the
athlete plays, and shall review the guidelines and information. Coaches,
referees, game officials, game judges and athletic trainers shall review
such guidelines and information upon employment and biennially thereafter.

(4) Schools shall obtain written consent from the youth athlete's par-
ent or guardian on an annual basis attesting to the fact that the youth ath-
lete's parent or guardian has received a copy of the concussion information
and guidelines as outlined in subsection (3) of this section, acknowledges
the inherent risk and authorizes the youth athlete to participate in ath-
letic activity.

(5) If during a practice or game or competition, it is reasonably sus-
pected that a youth athlete has sustained a concussion or head injury and ex-
hibits outward signs or symptoms of such, as defined by the centers for dis-
ease control and prevention, then the youth athlete shall be removed from
play. Every Idaho middle school, junior high school and high school that
participates in or offers an organized athletic league shall develop proto-
col to be followed for removing such athletes from play. Such protocol shall
be consistent with concussion and head injury guidelines of the centers for
disease control and prevention.

(6) An athlete may be returned to play once the athlete is evaluated and
authorized to return by a qualified health care professional who is trained
in the evaluation and management of concussions. For the purposes of this
section, "qualified health care professional" means and includes any one (1)
of the following who is trained in the evaluation and management of concus-
sions:
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(a) A physician or physician assistant licensed under chapter 18, title
54, Idaho Code;
(b) An advanced practice nurse licensed under section 54-1409, Idaho
Code; or
(c) A licensed health care professional trained in the evaluation and
management of concussions who is supervised by a directing physician
who is licensed under chapter 18, title 54, Idaho Code.
(7) Students who have sustained a concussion and return to school

may need informal or formal accommodations, modifications of curriculum,
and monitoring by medical or academic staff until the student is fully
recovered. A student athlete should be able to resume all normally scheduled
academic activities without restrictions or the need for accommodation
prior to receiving authorization to return to play by a qualified health care
professional as defined in subsection (6) of this section.

(8) If an individual reasonably acts in accordance with the protocol
developed pursuant to subsection (5) of this section, then acting upon such
protocol shall not form the basis of a claim for negligence in a civil action.

(9) Any youth sport organization or association in this state may com-
ply with this section. If a youth sport organization or association is in
full compliance with this section, then the youth sport organization or as-
sociation shall be afforded the same protections from liability in a civil
action pursuant to subsection (8) of this section.

[33-1625, added 2012, ch. 299, sec. 2, p. 820; am. 2016, ch. 293, sec.
1, p. 822.]

33-1627. MATH INITIATIVE. (1) The legislature finds that mathematical
skills are increasingly important to the future academic and career success
of students. The legislature further finds that student mathematical skills
are not currently meeting the needs of Idaho's economy and must be improved.
To this end, the state department of education shall promote the improvement
of mathematical instruction and student achievement through one (1) or more
of the following activities:

(a) Provide high quality professional development for teachers that is
intensive, ongoing and connected to classroom practice, that focuses on
student learning, aligns with school improvement priorities and goals,
and builds strong working relationships among teachers;
(b) Provide statewide online mathematical instruction programs that
furnish mathematical tutoring, remedial instruction and advanced in-
struction;
(c) Provide formative assessments to assist teachers in identifying
student mathematical skill levels, areas of deficiency and areas of
advancement.
(2) The cost of math initiative activities provided for in this section

shall be paid by the state department of education from moneys appropriated
for this program in the educational support program budget.

[33-1627, added 2014, ch. 255, sec. 1, p. 645.]

33-1628. FIREARMS SAFETY EDUCATION IN PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS. The board of trustees of a school district is encouraged to
establish and maintain a firearms safety education course for primary and
secondary school students. The trustees may adopt an elective course of
instruction developed by the department of fish and game, a law enforcement

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title54/T54CH18
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title54/T54CH18
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title54/T54CH14/SECT54-1409
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title54/T54CH18
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agency, or a national firearms association as its firearms safety education
course. Instructors from the department of fish and game, a law enforcement
agency or a national firearms association, or a person recognized by the
trustees as having expertise in firearms safety education may provide the
course instruction.

[33-1628, added 2018, ch. 250, sec. 1, p. 580.]

33-1629. AGRICULTURAL AND NATURAL RESOURCE EDUCATION PROGRAMS. (1)
Idaho Quality Program Standards Incentive Grants.

(a) The board for career technical education shall adopt and implement
Idaho quality program standards for agricultural and natural resource
education programs offered in any grade 9 through 12. Such standards
shall apply to the areas of instruction, curriculum development, advi-
sory committees, student development and community development. Such
standards shall be used to assess the quality of local programs and to
set goals for continued program improvement.
(b) The board for career technical education shall establish and ad-
minister an incentive grant program for instructors of agricultural and
natural resource education programs offered in any grade 9 through 12
where such programs meet or exceed the applicable Idaho quality program
standards as determined by the board. A district may apply to the board,
on behalf of an instructor, for a grant provided for in this subsection.
The board shall develop an application form and criteria to judge each
application for the grant program. Grant awards shall be made by the
board to instructors of programs that meet or exceed the criteria estab-
lished by the board. The maximum amount of an incentive grant as pro-
vided for in this section shall be ten thousand dollars ($10,000).
(c) There is hereby created in the state treasury the quality program
standards incentive grant fund, to which shall be credited all moneys
both public and private that may be appropriated, allocated, donated,
distributed to or otherwise provided for by law. Moneys in the fund
shall be used exclusively for incentive grants as provided for in this
subsection. Moneys in the fund shall be continuously appropriated
for the purposes of this incentive grant program. All idle moneys in
the fund shall be invested by the state treasurer in a like manner as
provided for in section 67-1210, Idaho Code, with respect to other
surplus or idle moneys in the state treasury. Interest earned on the
investments shall be returned to the fund.
(d) The board for career technical education shall in its annual budget
request to the legislature request funding for the grant program pro-
vided for in this section.
(e) The board for career technical education shall adopt rules to im-
plement the grant program established by this subsection.
(2) Agricultural Education Program Start-Up Grants.
(a) The board for career technical education shall establish and ad-
minister a start-up grant program for school districts and public char-
ter schools to begin or to re-establish an agricultural and natural re-
source education program in any grade 9 through 12.
(b) The board shall develop an application form and criteria to judge
each application for a start-up grant. Any school district or public
charter school may apply for a start-up grant.

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title67/T67CH12/SECT67-1210
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(c) There shall be no more than four (4) start-up grants awarded per
school year. The maximum award for any one (1) start-up grant shall be
twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000).
(d) There is hereby created in the state treasury the agricultural and
natural resource education program start-up grant fund, to which shall
be credited all moneys both public and private that may be appropriated,
allocated, donated, distributed to or otherwise provided for by law.
Moneys in the fund shall be used exclusively for start-up grants as pro-
vided for in this subsection. Moneys in the fund shall be continuously
appropriated for the purposes of this start-up grant program. All idle
moneys in the fund shall be invested by the state treasurer in a like
manner as provided for in section 67-1210, Idaho Code, with respect to
other surplus or idle moneys in the state treasury. Interest earned on
the investments shall be returned to the fund.
(e) The board for career technical education shall in its annual budget
request to the legislature request funding for the grant program pro-
vided for in this subsection.
(f) The board for career technical education shall adopt rules to im-
plement the grant program established by this subsection.
(3) The provisions of this section shall apply to agricultural and nat-

ural resource education programs provided for in grades 9 through 12.

[33-1629, added 2014, ch. 124, sec. 1, p. 354; am. 2015, ch. 244, sec.
20, p. 1018; am. 2016, ch. 25, sec. 9, p. 41.]

33-1630. ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT FLEXIBILITY DOCUMENT
-- STATE BOARD OF AND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DUTIES. (1) The state
board of education shall promulgate rules setting forth the provisions
of the flexibility document associated with the federal elementary and
secondary education act (ESEA). The purpose of the document is to achieve
flexibility for state and local education agencies (LEA). Such document
shall include testing for grades 3 through 8 and once in high school at the
minimum. Such document shall include the following:

(a) A testing schedule for pupils in grade 11 who shall take a college or
career ready assessment;
(b) A provision stating that LEAs may conduct additional formative or
pre- and post-testing as needed;
(c) A provision stating that federal testing requirements may be used
as graduation criteria;
(d) A provision stating that the state education agency will select an
appropriate statewide test based on, at a minimum, such elements as ad-
herence to Idaho's content standards for learning, cost and duration or
type, i.e., written or computer adaptive; and
(e) A provision for maintenance of a statewide learning management sys-
tem of reporting for the support of LEAs that maximizes communication,
collaboration and mastery of academic content. Reporting in this sec-
tion is intended to satisfy the minimum federal requirements of the con-
solidated state performance report (CSPR) and serve as a tool for LEAs
to measure individual growth or achievement and system accountability.
(2) The state department of education shall begin to review the Idaho's

standards for learning of math and English language arts (ELA) in 2015.
Idaho's content standards of learning are intended to reinforce our commit-
ment to maintaining a college and career ready standard.

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title67/T67CH12/SECT67-1210
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[33-1630, added 2015, ch. 315, sec. 1, p. 1231.]

33-1631. REQUIREMENTS FOR HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION AND BULLYING
INFORMATION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT. (1) School districts and charter
schools shall undertake reasonable efforts to ensure that information on
harassment, intimidation and bullying of students is disseminated annually
to all school personnel, parents and students, including an affirmation
that school personnel are authorized and expected to intervene or facilitate
intervention on behalf of students facing harassment, intimidation or
bullying.

(2) School districts and charter schools shall provide ongoing profes-
sional development to build skills of all school staff members to prevent,
identify and respond to harassment, intimidation and bullying. The state
board shall promulgate rules regarding the content of the professional de-
velopment required by this subsection.

(3) District policies shall include a series of graduated consequences
that may include, but are not limited to, referral to counseling, diversion,
use of juvenile specialty courts, restorative practices, on-site suspension
and expulsion for any student who commits an act of bullying, intimidation,
harassment, violence or threats of violence. Guidelines for such policies
will be set forth in the rules of the state board.

(4) Annually school districts shall report bullying incidents to the
state department of education in a format set forth in rule by the state
board. District policy shall designate persons to whom bullying reports are
to be made and a procedure for a teacher or other school employee, student,
parent, guardian or other person to report or otherwise provide information
on bullying activity.

[(33-1631) 33-1630, added 2015, ch. 289, sec. 2, p. 1161; am. and re-
desig. 2016, ch. 47, sec. 16, p. 110.]

33-1632. MASTERY-BASED EDUCATION. (1) The legislature finds that mov-
ing toward mastery-based education where students progress as they demon-
strate mastery of a subject or grade level is in the best interest of Idaho
students. The legislature further finds that moving from the current time-
based system to a mastery-based approach will allow for more personalized
and differentiated learning; create a focus on explicit, measurable, trans-
ferable learning objectives that empower students; and emphasize competen-
cies that include application and knowledge along with skill development.

(2) The state department of education shall perform the following ac-
tivities to move Idaho toward mastery-based education:

(a) Provide ongoing statewide outreach and communications to increase
awareness and understanding of and promote interest in mastery-based
education for teachers, administrators, parents, students, business
leaders, and policymakers;
(b) Facilitate and maintain the Idaho mastery education network
composed of Idaho public school districts and charter schools that col-
laborate to transition Idaho to mastery-based education. The network
shall:

(i) Advise the superintendent of public instruction and the state
board of education on the progress of the transition to mastery-
based education;
(ii) Develop evidence-based recommendations for continued imple-
mentation;
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(iii) Implement the policies of the legislature and the state
board of education for the transition to mastery-based education;
and
(iv) Provide network resources, including professional develop-
ment, coaching, and best practices, to Idaho public school dis-
tricts and charter schools; and

(c) Create a sustainability plan for statewide scaling of mas-
tery-based education and ensure that all public school districts and
charter schools participating in the Idaho mastery education network
develop plans that describe how the public school district or charter
school will maintain a mastery-based approach to education. Plans must
include a process to develop the rubrics and assessments necessary to
determine mastery and award credit.
(3) The state department of education may expend or distribute moneys

appropriated for purposes identified in subsection (2) of this section di-
rectly to public school districts and charter schools that are participating
in the mastery education network and have applied and been selected to re-
ceive mastery-based education grants. The cost of activities provided for
in this section shall be paid by the state department of education from mon-
eys appropriated for this program in the educational support program budget
as provided for in section 33-1002, Idaho Code.

(4) Any public school district or charter school may participate in the
mastery education network by applying to the state department of education,
even if such district or school is not selected to receive mastery-based edu-
cation grants.

(5) No later than January 31 of each year, the state department of edu-
cation shall report annually to the state board of education and the educa-
tion committees of the senate and the house of representatives regarding the
progress toward implementing mastery-based education.

(6) For purposes of this section:
(a) "Mastery-based education " means an education system where student
progress is based on a student's demonstration of mastery of competen-
cies and content, not seat time or the age or grade level of the student.
(b) "Network" means the Idaho mastery education network.

[(33-1632) 33-1630 , added 2015, ch. 68, sec. 1, p. 183; am. and re-
desig. 2016, ch. 45, sec. 1, p. 95; am. and redesig. 2016, ch. 47, sec.
17, p. 111; am. 2019, ch. 189, sec. 1, p. 600.]

33-1633. COMPUTER SCIENCE INITIATIVE FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. (1) As used in
this section:

(a) "Blended professional development" means to deliver content and
training to teachers and administrators in a combination of online and
face-to-face.
(b) "Computer science" means the study of principles, applications and
technologies of computing and computers.
(2) The STEM action center, the state board of education and the state

department of education shall collaborate to develop and implement a com-
puter science initiative for public schools by:

(a) Adopting computer science content standards in 2016 aligned with
nationally recognized computer science education standards with input
from Idaho educators and industries for implementation in the 2017-2018
school year;

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH10/SECT33-1002
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(b) Providing for professional development in teaching computer sci-
ence by:

(i) Developing resources for teachers and administrators relat-
ing to teaching computational thinking;
(ii) Providing statewide, regional, online and blended profes-
sional development opportunities for school district staff;
(iii) Partnering with entities such as the Idaho digital learning
academy, public higher education institutions and industry to de-
velop, deliver and provide professional development in computer
science for teachers; and
(iv) Distributing grants to school districts and charter schools
that may be used to provide incentives for teachers to pursue
training in computer science or earn a computer science endorse-
ment;

(c) Maintaining, using and enhancing access to an online portal or
repository of instructional resources that:

(i) Is available for public school districts and public charter
schools to use as a resource;
(ii) Includes high-quality computer science instructional re-
sources that are designed to teach K-12 students computational
thinking skills and are in alignment with the state computer
science content standards;
(iii) Leverages existing online resources and portals developed
by state and governmental entities; and
(iv) Allows for collaborative contribution and sharing of re-
sources by teachers, administrators, parents and students;

(d) Ensuring that the state department of education and the Idaho digi-
tal learning academy evaluate providers of comprehensive computer sci-
ence instructional solutions and provide research, support and guid-
ance on implementing solutions for computer science courses or programs
aligned with the state computer science content standards;
(e) Creating opportunities for schools to partner with local companies
to provide for student and teacher mentoring and internships in the com-
puter science field;
(f) Communicating and supporting computer science initiatives, pro-
grams, events, training and other promotions throughout the state for
the benefit of school districts, students, parents and local communi-
ties; and
(g) Creating equitable access to computer science resources and pro-
grams aligned with the state computer science content standards for
teachers, administrators and students throughout the state.
(3) The STEM action center, the state board of education and the state

department of education shall, when economical and beneficial, leverage ex-
isting state resources and systems to effectively and efficiently carry out
the directives of this computer science initiative for public schools.

(4) The STEM action center board may select one (1) or more providers
through a request for proposals process to provide a comprehensive computer
science solution for public school districts and public charter schools to
implement.

(5) The STEM action center, the division of career technical education
and industry shall collaborate to create technical secondary and postsec-
ondary courses of study in areas related to computer science that meet work-
force needs.
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(6) The STEM action center shall collaborate with the state board of
education, division of career technical education, the state department of
education, public higher education institutions and industry to develop a
communication plan related to the computer science initiative.

(7) The STEM action center and the state board of education shall pro-
vide an annual report to the legislature on the status of this initiative.

[33-1633, added 2016, ch. 156, sec. 2, p. 427.]

33-1634. COMPUTER SCIENCE. Starting in fiscal year 2020, each school
district, specially chartered district and public charter school serving
students in grades 9 through 12 inclusive, or any combination thereof,
shall make available to all students in grades 9 through 12 one (1) or
more courses in computer science. Students must have the option of taking
the course as part of their course schedule during normal instructional
hours at the school in which the student is enrolled. Such courses may be
offered through virtual education programs and online courses, traditional
in-person courses or hybrid courses consisting of a combination of online
and in-person instruction. Computer science courses must be aligned with
the Idaho content standards for computer science.

[33-1634, added 2018, ch. 239, sec. 1, p. 562.]

33-1635. CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM QUALITY AND WORKFORCE
READINESS INCENTIVE PROGRAM. (1) It is the ultimate goal of the legislature
that every student have access to career technical education courses and
programs that lead to workforce readiness certification.

(2) The state board for career technical education shall establish
and administer a quality program funding mechanism for high-quality career
technical education secondary programs and program technical assistance
offered in grades 9 through 12.

(a) Quality program incentive funding will be available to high-per-
forming approved career technical education programs in the areas of
business management and marketing, engineering and technology, family
and consumer sciences, health sciences, and skilled and technical
sciences.
(b) Technical assistance funding will be available to approved career
technical education programs in the areas of agriculture and natural
resources, business management and marketing, engineering and tech-
nology, family and consumer sciences, health sciences, and skilled and
technical sciences.
(c) The division of career technical education will develop criteria
to evaluate each program and will award funding to those programs that
meet or exceed the criteria established by the division for quality pro-
gram funding and technical assistance funding. Specific criteria will
be developed for each type of program. Types of programs will be defined
by the state board for career technical education. All eligible career
technical programs will be considered for funding. Eligible programs
may not be career technical schools and must meet all eligibility crite-
ria developed by the division of career technical education. The amount
of each award will be determined each award cycle by the division of ca-
reer technical education and will be contingent upon the availability
of appropriated funds.
(3) Workforce readiness incentive funding.
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(a) Eligible career technical education pathway programs in any career
technical education program area may receive workforce readiness in-
centive funds. Workforce readiness incentive funds will be distributed
based on the number of secondary career technical concentrators who
have demonstrated workforce readiness at the completion of the career
technical education program.
(b) The division of career technical education will develop criteria
to evaluate each program and will award funding to those programs that
meet or exceed the criteria established by the division for quality pro-
gram funding and technical assistance funding. Specific criteria will
be developed for each type of program. Types of programs will be defined
by the state board for career technical education. All eligible career
technical programs will be considered for funding. Eligible programs
may not be career technical schools and must meet all eligibility crite-
ria developed by the division of career technical education. The amount
of each award will be determined each award cycle by the division of ca-
reer technical education and will be contingent upon the availability
of appropriated funds.
(4) The state board for career technical education may adopt rules to

implement the provisions of this section.

[(33-1635) 33-1634; added 2018, ch. 16, sec. 3, p. 21; am. and re-
desig. 2019, ch. 161, sec. 3, p. 527.]

33-1636. INNOVATION CLASSROOMS. (1) For purposes of this section:
(a) "Alternative curriculum" means a curriculum in one (1) or more sub-
ject areas that is different than the curriculum in such area or areas
offered by a school district. An alternative curriculum may encompass
one (1) or more subject areas but must include, at a minimum, an alterna-
tive curriculum in mathematics, history, English language arts, or sci-
ence.
(b) "Innovation classroom" means a classroom in which an alternative
curriculum is offered.
(c) "Requesting party" means a person or group of persons that requests
an innovation classroom agreement from a school district. Such person
or group must include:

(i) A certified teacher or teachers in a school district; or
(ii) A parent or parents whose child or children attend school in a
school district.

(2) A school district may enter into an innovation classroom agreement
with a requesting party if the requesting party represents a group of stu-
dents that is equal to or greater than the average class size in the school.
The school district must indicate willingness or nonwillingness to enter
into negotiation within sixty (60) days of the receipt of the request.

(3) An innovation classroom agreement must include:
(a) The name of any teacher or other certificated staff member who will
be working in the innovation classroom. Any such teacher must be agreed
upon by the school district and the parents of the students who will be
receiving instruction in the innovation classroom;
(b) The names of the students participating in the innovation class-
room;
(c) A description of how and where the innovation classroom's instruc-
tion will take place and whether instruction will include in-person,
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hybrid, or virtual components. If requested, the school district must
provide a classroom for the innovation classroom;
(d) Growth criteria or other measures of student learning, such as
those found in section 33-1001(18), Idaho Code;
(e) The alternative curriculum and instructional materials to be used
in the innovation classroom. The parents of the participating students
must agree to the alternative curriculum, and the school district will
determine whether the alternative curriculum meets state standards and
recommend ways to supplement the alternative curriculum, if applica-
ble;
(f) A description of an innovation classroom student's access to or
use of the school district's transportation, playground, cafeteria,
after-school activities, special education, and other services or
facilities; and
(g) The date upon which the innovation classroom will start.
(4) Students in an innovation classroom may use transportation ser-

vices offered by the school district if the schedule of the innovation
classroom is consistent with the school district's schedule or if the
parties provide for transportation services in the innovation classroom
agreement.

(5) For purposes of compensation, any teacher or other certificated
staff member working in an innovation classroom will be an employee of the
school district and will be entitled to receive or participate in the public
employee retirement system of Idaho, federal social security, unemployment
insurance, worker's compensation, health insurance, and other benefits and
compensation to the same extent as other employees in the school district.

(6) Students enrolled in an innovation classroom will be enrolled in
the school district for the purpose of calculating educational support pro-
gram funds apportioned to the school district. The school district must ap-
portion funds for instructional use in an innovation classroom in an amount
substantially similar to funds apportioned for instruction of students at
the same grade level who do not participate in the innovation classroom.

(7) Students participating in an innovation classroom will not be in-
cluded in the public school accountability results for the school district
unless the school district so desires or such inclusion is required by appli-
cable law or rule. The school district will not be responsible for services
for participating students, except those services described in the innova-
tion classroom agreement.

(8) Students in an innovation classroom must take any required state
testing.

(9) Innovation classrooms must:
(a) Comply with the conditions or procedures established in the innova-
tion classroom agreement; and
(b) Comply with applicable laws, including state, federal, and local
laws prohibiting discrimination and laws governing safety, including
but not limited to sections 33-122 and 33-130, Idaho Code.

[33-1636, added 2021, ch. 302, sec. 1, p. 904.]
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